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Welcoming in a new Church Secretary 
 

  In case you did not know, 

Pat Morris will be retiring after 33 

years of work as the Carmel 

Church Secretary. Pat will be 

fully retired by mid August. Good 

luck to her in retirement.  

 

 Over the last couple of months, we have under-

gone a search process for a new secretary. We received 

multiple resumes and interviewed several candidates. 

At last we settled on and hired Kristin Waldner. She is 

a vibrant person with a pleasing personality. Kristin 

earned a bachelorôs degree in General Studies from 

LaSalle University in Philadelphia. She has good    

computer skills and has a lot of work experience. She 

worked for five years as the assistant controller at 

Gerhardôs Appliance in Glenside. Kristin will be   

working 25 hours a week in the church office. Kristinôs 

hours will be from 9:00 AM to noon and 1:00 PM to 

3:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 

 

 We would like to wish Pat good luck in retire-

ment. We also feel pleased to have Kristin on board as 

our new secretary. 

    Bob Howard  

                                                                             September  2011 
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    A Pastoral Message 

Worship and education ð 

opportunities for the fall 2011 
 

I remind you all of our change in 

the morning schedule beginning on Rally 

Day, September 11, 2011. On that day our 

Sunday morning schedule will 

change to a dedicated 

Educational Hour (Church 

School for all ages) from 8:30 

ï 9:30 A.M.  The refreshment 

time will follow the 

Educational Hour from 9:30 ï 

10:00 A.M.  The Sunday 

morning Worship will take place from 

10:00 ï 11:00 A.M. There will be a 

Childrenôs Church during the Worship 

hour each Sunday, so the youngest of our 

children can leave the main service 

following Story Time to participate in 

Worship and Worship Education that is 

more ñage appropriateò for them. 

 

 On that same Sunday, September 

11, the Adult Class (now at 8:30 A.M.) will 

begin a study series called 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

FOR ADULTS that will 

roughly parallel the 

confirmation class for youth 

that will also be in progress.  

It will give everyone a 

chance to catch up on the 

issues you may have studied as a teenager, 

but have long since forgotten.  It will also 

give you a much greater understanding of 

and appreciation for what it means to be 

Presbyterian. Included with the class will 

be some home assignments that might 

increase the depth and enjoyment of your 

learning experience, plus the class trip to 

Washington D.C. to visit various worship 

sights, as well as the Smithsonian. At the 

end, we will attempt to produce our own 

statement of faith, to solidify in our minds 

and hearts what we believe. It will be lots 

of fun and I hope you will join us. 

 

 On Sunday evening, September 

18th, we will hold another one of our 

ongoing Healing Services. 

This service is usually 

about 45-50 minutes in 

length and includes a lot of 

time for silence and for 

prayers directed toward 

those who need healing in 

any fashion. The theme of this service in 

September will be ñHealing the heart and 

mind.ò We donôt often realize the 

tremendous consequences of carrying 

around wounds to the heart and mind.  

These effects show up in our bodies in all 

sorts of ways. Join us in this time of 

worship and prayer for ourselves and 

others. 

 

 Dr. James W. Thornton 
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According to            Abigai l  

Stepping Out In Faith 
 

 I can still remember the beginning 

of each ministry year when I was in 

Seminary and beyond. The fall meant 

recruiting, and every church I served 

always expected me- the newbie- to do that 

recruiting for events, Sunday School, youth 

ministry, etcé There was always a bit of 

panic that set in when I faced the fact that I 

knew hardly anyone in the congregation. I 

spent several years foregoing the recruiting 

and simply taking every task on myself.  

The result? Seminary papers were turned in 

late, I was constantly shuffling and re-

shuffling appointments, I would forget to 

show up to a meeting with the Head of 

Staff at my churchéthe list goes on. In 

short, taking on each task myself was a 

recipe for an over-stressed and under-

productive minister. The lesson?  

Recruiting, as challenging as it might 

seem, is worth it, for 

leaders and for those 

whom they serve. 

 

 By the grace of 

God, there were a few 

excited and willing 

volunteers in place when 

I showed up at Carmel 

for my first ministry year with this 

congregation. Since then, I have seen 

growth. Has our Sunday School increased 

ten fold? Not necessarily. Has our youth 

ministry quadrupled in size? Weôve grown, 

but not that much. We have increased the 

amount of childrensô and youth ministry 

volunteers, and we have taken huge steps 

in the preparation and training of those 

volunteers. Our volunteers have taught, 

worshipped alongside youth, helped with 

our youth music programs, been mentors to 

a confirmand, organized retreats, and sat 

on the Christian Education committee.   

 

 As we step out in faith 

to a new year of ministry with 

a new schedule that is youth-

friendly, those of us who do 

youth and childrensô ministry 

at Carmel are praying with 

unquenchable hope that God 

will continue to provide people 

through whom we can reach young people.  

Chances are- if you havenôt been involved 

in our youth or childrensô ministry, youôve 

certainly seen the fruits of it at some point.  

Perhaps you enjoyed the singing of our 

childrensô choir in worship. Perhaps you 

saw a mission trip slide show or were 

handed a craft made lovingly for you in 

childrenôs church. Certainly youôve been to 

a baptism where youôve vowed to raise a 

child up in the faith. We hope that youôll 

consider joining our team this year- and 

stepping out in faith yourself to see where 

God might use you in our ministry! What 

are your gifts? Are you good with crafts or 

music? Volunteer for Childrenôs Church 

(happens during worship) one or two  
See ABIGAIL page  6 
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By Heidi Lindsay 

 

As Iôm writing this in August and 

the Deacons havenôt ramped up yet after 

our summer break,      

I am taking the 

opportunity to update 

everyone on two of 

our missionaries, Chris McReynolds and 

Tim and Gloria Wheeler. 

  

Chris McReynolds is our newest 

missionary and is based on the US-Mexico 

border. He serves as the U.S. Coordinator 

of Proyecto Amistad, one of six ministry 

sites of the Presbyterian Border Ministry.  

His works in the ministry of bridge 

building, linking Mexican Presbyterians 

with PC(USA) 

individuals and groups 

with a focus on 

ministering to children 

through holistic 

Christian education 

programs. 

 

Here is an excerpt from his most 

recent newsletter; the education method he 

outlines is a refreshing approach for all 

ages. ñThis week Proyecto Amistad 

hosted its second teacher training for AMO 

Program where 30 church volunteers 

representing five Mexican 

Presbyterian churches (from Nuevo 

Laredo, Tamaulipas, Castaños, Monclova, 

and Coahuila) and one 

Christian school in 

Ciudad Acuña, 

Coahuila received 

valuable training to be 

used in their own 

ministries. They 

learned to teach 

children the potential that God has placed 

in each of their lives before they were even 

born!ò  

 

ñThis education method 

focuses more on who the child is in the 

eyes of God rather than what the child 

does ð like scoring well on a test, for an 

example.  This gets the child thinking about 

their God-given potential and relationship 

with God and then 

transformation occurs 

from the internal 

(heart, thoughts, 

beliefs, worldview, 

etc.) to the external 

(behavior, actions, 

manner of living, treatment of self and 

others, etc). This is taught directly from the 

Bible and through literature classics rich 

in Biblical principles, Christian history, 

and the arts. The program is very well 

received by volunteers, and the children 

love it!ò    

 

ñFocusing on who God created 

Board Updates 

Deacons Notes 



I am certain that the sentiments, 

impressions and experiences are universal. 

 

ñMany days can be a mixture of 

emotions and feelings about what we are 

involved in, our highs and our lows. I was 

reminded of this mixture of emotions just 

the other day when a youth mission team 

was visiting and working in a pretty rough 

neighborhood helping to build the house of 

Armando, who is a member of the local 

congregation.ò 

 

ñWe visited his present dwelling 

where he lives with his mother, sister and 

niece; a one-room structure made of 

material scraps in a public area.  The 

group members peered in and saw only one 

bed and asked where everyone 

sleeps. Unfortunately, this is the reality for 

some people around Tegucigalpa; the 

poorest 20 percent of the poor people live 

in this way. Luckily, Armando belongs to 

the church and a mission committee has 

been formed and is trying to assist those 

who most need it. The sharp contrast 

between that dwelling and the new house 

that he is building with 

the assistance of 

mission team support 

is vivid as is part of 

the story that we 

would like to 

communicate. One day as he gazed over 

the foundation and the beginning of the 

walls going up he exclaimed to Gloria: 

ñThis is a lot of house for me ð all of our 

belongings will fit in one of these rooms.    

I never imagined that one day I would have 

each child to be ð a reflection of Jesus 

Christ ð has proven to be a tremendous 

blessing for about 140 children in our 

programs over the last nine months. We 

expect at least five programs to start/

restart this fall. As 

insecurity continues to be 

a concern in Mexico, we 

ask for your prayers.ò 

 

ñOn Tuesday, 

during our training, we 

could hear shots from the 

street a few blocks away that were later 

confirmed to be the military killing the 

local leader of the drug cartel here in 

Nuevo Laredo. We thank each of you for 

your prayers and support for this training 

and our Club Amistad programs, where we 

apply the AMO concepts and materials.ò 

  

Carmel has supported Tim and 

Gloria Wheeler for many years. Tim and 

Gloria have served as mission workers in 

Gloriaôs native land, Honduras, since 1990.  

Tim now serves as advisor for the 

Americas Area of Heifer International for 

country program strengthening. He is 

responsible for supporting the training, 

evaluation, strategic planning, 

administration and team-building 

capacities of Heifer projects in the region.  

Gloria coordinates study tours and mission 

team visits from the United States. 

  

The following is an excerpt from 

their newsletter and it reminded me of 

Carmelôs recent mission trips. While the 

setting and circumstances are not identical, 
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ñAt the end of the day, the mission 

leader commented to me that she thought 

the youth had learned a lot that day; they 

had learned about the contrasts that we 

have in the real world and that everything 

is not perfect. They had seen wonderful 

hope in the eyes of Armando and the 

emptiness of the looks from some 

Honduran youth. This is the real world and 

this is why we are here.ò 

 
 

ABIGAIL from page 3 

 

Sundays this fall. Love babies? Volunteer  

one or two Sundays in the nursery. Would 

you rather play games? Join us in our 

Wednesday night ministry. There are so 

many ways and places to use your gifts. If 

youôre looking for where you might fit, 

contact Abigail (revabigail@gmail.com) or 

Janet Simon . 

 

 
 
 

 

 Two of our Carmel members 

entered eternal rest in July.  
 

Our former Trustee, Bill Bogle, 

transferred to the Church Triumphant, on 

July 9. Carmelôs longtime member,   

Emma Brown went to be with her Lord on 

July 31. 

Please keep Billôs wife Karen and 

their family in your prayers. Remember, 

also, Emmaôs family, Judy Vincent and 

Harry Brown, and their families in prayer. 

 

my own house and that it would be so 

nice.ò Surely Armando is feeling the hand 

of God over him, guiding him and 

protecting him, and the warmth of the 

Spirit as he brings about the 

transformation of a new reality for himself 

and his family.ò 

 

ñAs the mission team youth hauled 

materials to the site, sliding in mud and 

with sweat running down their faces, they 

were met with the hollow stares of 

neighborhood youth, young people with no 

jobs or high school education, no real hope 

or plan for the future. Some are members 

of gangs who consider the neighborhood to 

be their territory. This is the reality of the 

world where we are located; sharp 

contrasts, big challenges, and few answers 

coming from the public sector. That is why 

it is very important that the human 

solidarity and effort to change the reality 

of one person at a time as part of Godôs 

plan is so important. I was reminded that 

this mixture of 

contrasting feelings is 

the way that many days 

are and the reality that 

many of us are in; but 

then again it is a sharp 

reminder that this is why 

we are here, to be in a 

place where it isnôt that 

easy to be, where there is suffering and 

hardship around us, to bring some hope in 

some way in a wanting and broken 

world.ò  ñélet us not love with words or 

tongue, but with actions and in truthò (1 

John: 3:18). 



 The last weeks have been so very 

difficult, realizing our great loss and trying 

to come to terms with it. Your prayers and 

words of kindness have helped to remind 

us that we are not alone. Thank you.  

 

 Please Keep us in your prayers and 

know that you are in ours. 

 

 Judy and Bob White  
 and Colleen Gergely 

 

 

To my Carmel family, 

 

 The flowers, the letters with all 

your signatures, so many beautiful cards ð 

both get-well and birthday, and the visits 

from Jim and Abigail have been such 

bright spots in a difficult summer. I have 

truly been blessed with a great family and 

all of you! 

 

 Many, many thanks! 

 Cherry Lefferts 

 

 

Dear Carmel Friends, 

 

 Thank you for the letter of 

appreciation signed by the congregation to 

welcome me home from the Dominican 

Republic Mission Trip. Since I was then 

suffering from a brief end-of-trip illness, 

your letter was even more appreciated. 

Thank You  
 Participating in five international 

mission trips from Carmel to Honduras and 

the Dominican Republic has been a 

blessing and an inspiration for me.  None 

of those trips would have been possible 

without the strong backing of our 

congregation through prayer, financial and 

supplies donations, and support for our 

fundraisers.  Thanks for all of your support 

as well as your letter. 

 

 Dios le bendiga/God bless you. 

 Janet Simon 

 

 

Dear Carmel Friends, 

 

 I am deeply sorry that I didnôt 

respond to the clothing that you sent our 

children. We are deeply grateful for your 

acts of kindness and is very appreciative of 

them. 

 

 I have been doing more than one 

job since our cook died in April and it just 

slipped my mind that I hadnôt responded to 

the gift. 

 We are always in need of items 

that will help our children. 

 

 Again, thank you and may God 

bless each of you in a special way. 

 

 Gloria McDale 

 Director 

 Elizabeth Parrish Day Care Center 

   7 



 8 

This month edited by Doris Golingan 
 

 Next Courier Deadline ñ Second Sunday 

September 11, 2010 

Editor of the month ñ Heidi Lindsay    

 

Dear Carmel Presbyterian Volunteers: 

 

 Thank you for your generous 

donation of beautiful knitted hats for our 

babies in the Special Care Nursery at 

Abington Memorial Hospital. Our tiny 

patients, their parents, and the staff 

appreciate your dedication and the 

countless amount of time that you put into 

making these precious keepsake mementos.  

 

 With Warmest Regards, 

 Dana M. Wittmer R.N. 
 Special Care Nursery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Womenôs Sewing Group of Carmel 

Presbyterian Church, 

 

 Thank you so much for your recent 

donation of pillows and mastectomy bags 

to the patients of Abington Memorial 

Hospital. Our units are always so happy to 

receive your beautiful items. 

 

 We appreciate your continuing 

interest in meeting the needs of our 

patients. 

 

 Again, thank you on behalf of the 

patients and staff at Abington Memorial 

Hospital. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 Sheila M. Hudson 
Donation Program Volunteer Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Carmel  
Presbyterian 
Women 
 

By Betty McGlade 

 

Tuesday, September 6 ï Combined 

Budget and Coordinating Team Meeting at 

10:00 AM in the Fellowship Lounge. We 

will also plan and discuss our Annual 

Budget for 2012 and ask that all Officers, 

Circle Leaders and Treasurers join us. 

 

Tuesday and 

Wednesday, 

September 20 and 21 

ï Circles meet. If you 

are interested in 

joining a circle, now is 

a good time as we start 

a new study guide this 

month. We have 

Tuesday evening and Wednesday 

afternoon circles to suit your schedule. Our 

Membership Moderator is Pat Sorber and 

she would be delighted to hear from you.  

 

New study guides -- Every spring of each 

year representatives from the Churchwide 

Coordinating Team of Presbyterian 

Women gather as a Bible Study Committee 

to select a topic for the Horizons Bible 

study four years out. In March of 2007 they 

selected the topic of the Beatitudes in 

Matthew and Luke for the 2011-2012 

study. 

 They requested that the study focus 

on connecting faith with daily life, and that 

it address some of the most difficult issues 

facing the world today: 

the economy, hunger, 

poverty, Christian 

community, water 

issues, a womanôs role 

in society, faith and the 

public life, and justice 

and peace. 

 

 Our study guides have arrived and 

will be available to circle members so that 

they can be prepared for our meetings in 

September.    

 

Do you like spending time with 
Children? 
 

By Nancy Pinkowicz 

 

 If you do, Carmel is looking for 

you to volunteer to work one Sunday or 

more in the Nursery during the 10:00 AM 

worship service 

starting, September 11.  

We need one or two 

individuals to watch 

over the children who 

go to the Nursery 

during worship 

service.   

 

 If you are interested in helping in 

the Nursery please sign the Poster Board 

Carmel Family Activities 
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that will be on display in the Church lobby 

or contact Gene Morris.   

 

 Thank you for your prayerful 

consideration of this request. 

 

Congratulations, Jeff! 
 
By Cherry Lefferts 

 

      With joy and pride, 

we pass on the news of 

Jeff Saddington's 

graduation from Austin Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary on May 22. Jeff 

grew up at Carmel, retired from Johnson & 

Johnson after 35 years, and now, with a 

Master of Divinity degree, is pursuing a 

second career. 

 

      Jeff is married to Carol Lefferts. They 

have raised five children, and now he 

continues to share his love and concern for 

others in a new way. During the summer he 

worked as a hospice chaplain in Austin, 

Texas. This fall he begins a 12-month 

residency at Seton Healthcare, in 

preparation for Ordination as a hospital 

chaplain.  

      

Donations to sewing group 
 

 The sewing 

group has received 

knitted scarves, 

crocheted lap robe 

squares and preemie 

hats. These were delivered by Charlie 

Hettenbach. The scarves and squares were 

made by Jeanne Manley, a friend of Janet 

Hettenbach, and the preemie hats were 

made by Janet Hettenbach. 

 

 We are very thankful for the 

dedication of Jeanne and Janet. 

 

Memorial Flowers 

By Nancy Rose 

           Are you thinking 

about remembering a 

loved one or special 

person? There are still 

some dates open for the Sunday Memorial 

flowers, the lovely displays you see on the 

table in the front of the church each 

Sunday. Your memorial is included in the 

Sunday Bulletin of the particular Sunday 

you have chosen. 

 Many of the memorials are in 

memory of a loved one; others include 

birthdays, anniversaries or special 

occasions for someone in your life 

presently that you wish to honor.  

Dates that are still available this year are: 

October 2 and 30 

And in the beginning of 2012:            

January 8 and 22                                 

March 25 

 If you are interested in a date listed 

here, please call. If you are interested in a 

date not listed here, there is still a chance 



that you can have your choice. So just call. 

Nancy Rose ï 215-886-4024 

 

DR mission trip 
 

 A group of 18 

mission volunteers 

from Carmel traveled to 

the Dominican 

Republic in late June to 

work on a residential facility at a school for 

the hearing impaired in San Pedro de 

Macoris.  Danielle Whittaker traveled from 

San Diego to serve as the Carmel DR 

Mission Tripôs nurse and to accompany her 

sister Amanda, a student at Arcadia, on the 

mission trip.  Danielle relates this personal 

story about a memorable moment, or God-

sighting, which she experienced on the trip. 

 

By Danielle Whittaker 

 

 On the site of the building we were 

helping to construct, two older men were 

digging a deep hole (for a cistern) using 

pick axes. The ground they were digging 

went from dirt to clay to pure rock. One of 

the men looked to be in his 60ôs, and all 

day long in the heat these men axed away, 

with bare feet. 

 

 The constant work wears on the 

tools and sometimes the metal of the pick 

axe comes loose from the wooden handle. I 

noticed that when this happens, the men 

search the worksite for any nails that may 

be lying around in the dirt or in any of the 

scrap wood to hammer between the metal 

and wooden handle so that it will stay in 

place. 

 

 As I was helping to dig a trench 

alongside the men digging through the 

rock, the older man taps my leg to get my 

attention, and holds up an old, rusty nail. I 

quickly realize that he needs more nails in 

order to continue his work because the pick 

axe had become loose again. 

 

 I start walking the perimeter of the 

worksite with my eyes on the ground, and 

start to feel 

discouraged as I do not 

see any spare nails. 

Helpless, I go back to 

digging the trench. I 

dig my shovel into the 

dirt, pull it out of the trench, and what do I 

see sitting in the middle of the dirt on my 

shovel?  An old nail!  With the biggest 

smile on my face, I hand the nail over to 

the old man, and he smiles right back. 

 

Approaching the end of summer 
 

By Bill Miller  

 As we approach the end of summer 

important stewardship events are beginning 

to take shape. The Peacemaking Offering 

was created in 1980 to support the efforts 

of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to live 

out a deeper commitment to peacemaking 

as part of our faithfulness to God. It is one 

of four special offerings received each year 

by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
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made, every warship launched, every 

rocket fired, signifies in the final sense a 

theft from those who hunger and are not 

fed, those who are cold and are not 

clothed." 
 

 Shortly after the Peacemaking 

collection, please look for the fall pledge 

campaign. This year we 

will be calling on 

members to ñsaddle upò 

and ride with the Pony 

Express stewardship 

drive. Look for more 

information about this important time.   
 

 Please note the Capital Steps 

campaign is coming to an end this year. 

The congregation originally pledged 

$182,000.00. Carmel is grateful for the 

$123,000.00 in contributions already 

received. If you have not fulfilled your 

pledge, there is still 

time. We are all 

thankful for the 

important 

improvements made 

possible through your 

contributions. We 

have used the money 

to purchase windows, 

repair the organ, and air condition 

Fellowship Lounge. What we do with the 

remainder of the funds will depend on how 

much we ultimately receive. This is why 

fulfilling your pledge on time is important. 
 

 Anticipated $172,406.60 

 Received $184,581.06 

 Difference $  12,174.46 

 Carmel will be 

collecting the 

Peacemaking offering 

during September and 

ending on October 2, 

2011, which is World 

Communion Sunday. Please look for the 

special envelopes in the pews and watch 

for the bulletin inserts providing 

information on the Peacemaking program. 
 

 Gun violence is a topic near the top 

of the list of peacemaking issues. The 

United States experiences epidemic levels 

of gun violence, claiming over 30,000 lives 

annually, according to the U.S. Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention. For every 

person who dies from a gunshot wound, 

two others are 

wounded. Every year, 

more than 100,000 

Americans are victims 

of gun violence. In 

addition to those who 

are killed or injured, 

there are countless others whose lives are 

forever changed by the deaths of and 

injuries to their loved ones.  
 

 The 219th General Assembly 

(2010) adopted the resolution, ñGun 

Violence, Gospel Values: Mobilizing in 

Response to Godôs Call.ò This approach 

focuses on preventing illegal guns from 

getting into the wrong hands.  
 

 When considering your thoughts 

on this topic, consider this quote from 

Dwight D. Eisenhower. "Every gun that is 
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Christian Education Committee 
 

By Janet Simon, 

 

 September will be a time for 

making new beginnings at Carmel. The 

resumption of our fall schedule 

on September 11 will bring the 

new Sunday morning time 

schedule which was approved 

by Session and announced in 

June. Carmel members will be 

entering a new spiritual 

journey together at the 

following times: 

 

Education hour: 8:30ð9:30 

Classes for all ages from nursery through 

adults, including Confirmation Class for 

youth 7th grade or older. 

 

Coffee time: 9:30ð10:00 

 

Worship: 10:00ð11:00 

Nursery care provided. Children ages 3 

through grade 3 will leave for Childrenôs 

Church to learn more about worship in age-

appropriate ways. 

 

 The Christian Education 

Committee has been at work this summer 

making plans for the 

Education Hour and 

for Childrenôs Church. 

There will be many 

opportunities for us to grow in our faith 

journey regardless of age, and to help 

others grow as well. 

 

 Please contact Rev. Abigail Visco 

Rusert or Janet Simon with questions or to 

find out how you can help. Our goal is 

shared teams of teachers, leaders, and 

helpers for specific monthly or weekly 

time periods. Training and curriculum 

materials will be provided. 

 

 While change can be difficult, it 

can also bring exciting new opportunities 

for growth. Jesus taught his 

disciples and followers, and 

sent them out to spread the 

word. We are excited to 

learn, to teach, and to 

worship together as the body 

of Christ, so that we too may 

be faithful disciples. 

 

 

Carmel to host the October 
Tuesday noon organ concerts 
 

 Carmel Church will 

be hosting the Tuesday noon 

organ recital series this 

coming October, 2011. Please 

mark your calendars now and 

help spread the word to your 

friends and neighbors. Four 

wonderful organists from the 

Philadelphia area will be 

treating us each Tuesday in October at 12 

noon for 30-40 minutes to glorious music. 
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Advantages of joining the choir 
 

1. You never have to worry about 

what to wear. 

2. You have excellent seats and are 

assured a reserved seat for 

Christmas and Easter. 

3. From your advantageous seat, you 

can smile at, gawk at, ignore and 

otherwise enjoy the rest of the 

people in the congregation.  

4. The pastor is nearly always 

looking the other way. 

5. Youôre in a wonderful spot to see 

new members. 

  
 
 
 

Itõs choir time 
 

By Abby Palmisano 

 

 September is a wonderful time to 

join a choir. Mark your calendars now for 

our first choir rehearsals ï (Itôs like free 

music lessons, only better!) 

 

Childrenôs Choir, for any child in Grades 

K ï 2, begins on Wednesday, September 

14, from 4:30 PM to 5:20 PM. 

 

Junior Choir, for any child in Grades 3 ï 

6, begins on Wednesday, September 14, 

from 5:30 PM to 6:20 PM. 

 

Youth Choir, for anyone in Grades 7 ï 12, 

begins on Thursday, September 15, from 

7:00 PM to 7:40 PM and/ Sunday 

September 11, at 11:15 AM. 

 

Sanctuary Choir, for anyone in Grades 7 

and above through adults, begins on 

Thursday, September 8, from 8:00 PM to 

9:20 PM.  

 

Handbell Choir begins Tuesday, 

September 20 from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM in 

the choir room. 

 

 Hope you can join us this year. 

Please contact Abby Palmisano, Director 

of Music Ministries at 215-887-01074, Ext. 

3, if you have any questions. 

 
 
 



Why should your children join a 
church choir? 
 

By Abby Palmisano 

 

 We teach them 

to sing. Children who 

cannot yet follow a 

melody CAN learn to 

sing ï if they come to rehearsal regularly. 

Those who already sing tunefully will learn 

vocal and music reading skills that will 

stay with them throughout their lives. 

 

 We train them as worship leaders. 

Most children who feel that their presence 

in choir is important to God, the church, 

and their parents, continue to center their 

lives in church, long after their beginning 

choir experience is over. We are building 

the church and the choirs of tomorrow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing experiences 
 

By Janet Simon 

 

 Carmelôs 

Dominican Republic 

Mission Group of 2011 

is eager to share some of 

the wonderful 

experiences we had there with you, who 

sent us to the DR to do Godôs work under 

the leadership of the Foundation for Peace. 

Since a number of people have not read our 

daily blog entries during the trip, this 

article, and others in the next few months, 

will present blog excerpts about various 

aspects of our mission service.   

 

Our construction project at the  

CAES School 
 

 At worship we met Jose- the man 

who started the whole project to build the 

schools, and to start the farm that 

surrounded us. We learned that his pursuit 

of a degree in economics is what originally 

brought him to San Pedro, but that the 

needs of the community have made him 

stay. Many in San Pedro suffer from 

hearing impairment- 

which makes it hard 

for them to find and 

hold jobs, and places some of them at the 

mercy of those who would harm them. 

 

 Jose introduced us that first night 

to Lloida- a woman who has been through 

hell and back- and informed us that this 

15 
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week weôd be working to help her reclaim 

her God-given self worth and dignity. One 

of her many trials was to have given birth 

and then have her child taken away from 

her- a pain that is very raw and real for her 

each and every day. Another one of her 

trials has been her life on the street- no 

place to lay her head 

and no community to 

support her. The work 

that God will do 

through us this week is 

to complete the 

building that will become Lloidaôs home.  

(Abigail Visco Rusert) 
 

    ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~        
 

 We are all pleased with how much 

progress we can see in the building (a 

residential facility at the school for hearing 

impaired young people) in just two work 

days here. It makes us feel that we are 

really accomplishing something as we see 

work progressing. Despite our mostly 

novice skills at mixing cement, plastering 

walls inside and outside with a cement 

covering, etc., the Dominicans with whom 

we work are remarkably patient in teaching 

us. We do pretty well at carrying water and 

forming bucket lines to pass sand, cement 

mix, or concrete blocks, even when 

hoisting them up a ladder to the roof. 

 

 Our project leader on the 

construction site is 29-year-old Kristin 

Hamner, the Dominican country 

coordinator of Foundation for Peace and a 

woman of many talents and deep passion 

for her work. Kristin directs the 

construction work in fluent Spanish, and 

despite her slender stature is usually at the 

forefront of the work to be done, even the 

heavy work.  (Janet Simon) 
     
    ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~         
 

 So the day started out with a nice 

rain around 6:30 a.m. that only lasted till 

breakfast. No worries people-- we were 

able to get to work on time. I actually think 

that today may have been one of the most 

productive days. Everyone was constantly 

working, from sifting sand for making 

cement, actually mixing and 

making the cement, passing the 

tons of buckets of cement, or 

catching the empty buckets thrown 

off the roof; everyone played an 

important role. Itôs really 

cool to see the progress 

we have made. To realize we are 

actually helping, and physically 

leaving something behind that will 

help others for years to come. The Doc and 

Abigail are constantly on all of us about 

drinking our water, which is good because 

some people are actually workhorses and 

never stop for a break.  (Chelsea Dyjak) 
 

    ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~        
 

 By the closing worship service on 

the last night, we could see major progress 

at Lloidaôs (and othersô) home, both inside 

and out.  All of the cement work on the 

roof was finished, the smooth cement 

finish over the concrete blocks on both 

exterior and interior walls had moved 
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Fall 2011 Youth Group ð òRefugeó 
 

By Abigail Visco Rusert 

 

      The youth ministry 

team at Carmel is busy 

praying and preparing 

for our ministry this 

year to continue being 

a place of ñrefuge, 

renewal and reaching 

outò for the youth and families of our 

congregation and community. This fall our 

youth ministry on Wednesday night is 

kicking off on September 14, from 6:30ð

8:30 PM. All youth, from 4th through 12th 

grades are invited to join us each (same 

time, same place ï Carmel Hall).  

 

 Dinner, worship, games, activities 

and crafts happen each Wednesday. Much 

of the night will break-down age groups, 

for small group 

discussions and 

activities. We hope 

youôll join us, and we 

hope that youôll 

consider volunteering as a parent/guardian 

to provide dinner once this fall. Our 

kitchen queen/meal coordinator is Melissa 

Deacon , 215-887-1074. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

forward, ñAaronôs ditchò the whole way 

around the building had been dug and filled 

in with blocks and cement.  During the 

worship service, Amanda Whittaker, our 

resident artist, painted a picture for Lloida 

to hang on the wall of her room.   

 

 Our group also made an additional 

ñconstruction giftò to the school facility 

where we had been working. We all 

chipped in to buy materials for basketball 

backboards, rims and 

nets for the outdoor 

cement basketball 

court where we held 

worship services and 

one of our VBS 

sessions.  Amanda 

painted beautiful, 

brightly colored designs on the backboards, 

and Gary Moll, Jake Smith, FFP staffer 

Fernelli, and others installed the 

backboards.  We all felt good about leaving 

this extra physical gift for our Dominican 

community when the students return to 

school.  (Janet Simon) 
 

    ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~       
 

 The full daily accounts with photos 

of our DR mission trip are available online 

at www.presbycarmel.org  Click on DR 

Mission Trip Blog. 
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Carmel Nursery Schoolõs big news 
 

By Jan Heckman, Director 

 

 Itôs back to school for the 50th year 

at Carmel Nursery School! Please join us 

in celebrating this monumental event on 

Sunday, September 25, 

immediately following 

the church service for 

an afternoon of 

memories, 

refreshments, magic, 

music, and a lot of fun. 

Michael Bonacci will be there to delight 

and amaze the audience with his 

spectacular magic show. Our music 

teacher, Miss Heather, joins the festivities 

with her music and movement classes 

where both children and adults enjoy 

ñMusic Togetherò. All friends of Carmel 

Nursery School are invited to attend. If you 

have any memorabilia from the nursery 

school, please bring it and add it to our 

display of 50 years of memories. 
 

 The Scholastic Book Fair in the 

lounge will be open during our anniversary 

celebration and all week long. On 

Wednesday evening, September 28, we 

will hold our Family Night from 6:30 until 

7:30 PM. The book fair is a great place to 

buy books and 

learning activities to 

give the gift of 

knowledge to the 

young people in your life. Carmel Nursery 

School will receive free books from the 

sales. We also need your donations for 

ñOne for Booksò to purchase books for 

Presbyterian Childrenôs Village. Even if 

you donôt have any preschoolers to buy 

things for, your donations will help 

Presbyterian Childrenôs Village and 

Carmel Nursery School. 

 

 In celebrating our 50th anniversary, 

we also celebrate the teachers who have 

given their time and energy to enrich the 

lives of the children of Carmel Nursery 

School. For the next six months I will be 

introducing you to the teachers working 

during this school year.  

 

 This month I will tell 

you about a teacher who has 

been a part of the nursery 

school for 19 years. Her 

name is Ruth Ann Quigley. 

Ruth Ann has touched the 

lives of all ages in the 

nursery school during the past 19 years 

with her gentle guidance and care. One 

parent commented to me ñevery child 

should experience Mrs. Quigley as their 

teacherò. We have been praying for Ruth 

Ann since last February when she suddenly 

became very ill and missed the end of last 

school year. Miraculously, she is back and 

working to get ready for our 50th year. For 

the past seven years, Ruth Ann has been 

the aide in the younger three-year-old class 

This and That 



with Annie Dwyer as the lead. Annie has 

been with Carmel Nursery School for 

almost ten years, enriching the lives of the 

students with her musical talents and 

knowledge of the German language. They 

make a wonderful team. Carmel Nursery 

School and all of the children in their care 

have surely benefited from knowing them.  

 

 Carmel Nursery School offers 

programs for children aged two to five.  

There is still space available. If you are 

interested in any of the programs please 

call the nursery school office at 215-886-

7677. Better yet, schedule a tour and see 

why amazing things happen here! 

 

Forgive for Your Own Sake  
 

 We each have our own 9/11, a date 

burned in our memories when the 

unspeakable happened and we were never 

the same again. Many times these 

anguishing anniversaries 

trigger vengeful fantasies 

towards those who 

contributed to our suffering. 

Yet harboring such thoughts 

can cause significant 

cardiovascular stress which 

is like ñtaking poison and 

hoping the other person dies.ò Perhaps 

these words from the writer Anne Lamott 

after the death of her mentally ill mother 

might offer us a way to forgive the other 

while also doing our own hearts good. 

 

 She was like someone who had 

broken my leg, and my leg had healed 

badly, and I would limp foreveréBut I 

wanted to dance anyway, even with a 

limpéForgiveness means it finally 

becomes unimportant that you hit back.  

Youôre done. It doesnôt necessarily mean 

that you want to have lunch with the 

person. If you keep hitting back, you stay 

trapped in a nightmare.   

 

 If letting go of wounds from the 

past seems an impossible task, consider a 

consultation to  help you live a freer, 

healthier life.  (Call 215-247-6077 for the 

Samaritan Counseling Center nearest 

you.) 
 

  

Itõs celebration time!  
 

September was a good 

month for a wedding. It was 

chosen by three Carmel 

couples who will be 

celebrating 50-plus years 

together. 

 

Hugh and Helen Logan chose 

September 4 to begin 63 years of making 

happy memories. Six years later George 

and Millie Brecht chose September 4 to 

begin 57 years of happily ever after. Roy 

and Betty McGlade didnôt let the month 

go by for their marriage. They chose 

September 15 as their special day and now 

have 66 years of happily ever after.  

 

 Our congratulations, and may they 

be filled with many of Godôs blessings. 
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September 4        23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Exodus 12:1-14               Communion 

Psalm 149 

Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 18:15-20 

 

September 11      24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Exodus 14:9-31 

Psalm 114 or Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21 

Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 

 

September 18      25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Exodus 16:2-15 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

Philippians 1:21-30 

Matthew 20:1-16 

 

September 25      26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

Philippians 2:1-13 

Matthew 21:23-32 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 It is birthday time for a 

special lady. On September 20, 

Lee Kornfeld will be 

celebrating 94 years of blowing out birthday 

candles. Happy birthday, Lee!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 A few of our members 

have had hospital treatment over 

the past summer months. 

 

Abington Memorial 

Hospital was the care giver for 

Rich Kucera, Bill Spinnraker, 
and Carolyn Crotinger.  

 

 Charlie Hettenbach had a 

short stay at North Penn-Lansdale 

Hospital. 

 

 Anne Newman was in St. 

Josephôs Villa for rehabilitation 

after knee surgery. She has now 

returned home. 

 

 Rosie Harting has joined 

her husband, Jack, at Fairview 

Center of Paper Mill Road. 

 

 John Merry continues to 

receive help at Brittany Pointe 

Rehabilitation Center. 
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By Betty McGlade 

 

 The Synod of the Northeast com-

prises the states of New York, New Jersey, 

Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, 

Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine. The 

synodôs 198,181 Presbyterians worship in 

1,144 churches across 22 presbyteries.  

 

 Just as the apostle Paul expressed 

hope and joy because of the partnership he 

had experienced with believers in Philippi 

and trusted God would bring to 

completion the good work they 

had begun, the Synod of the 

Northeast affirms the importance 

of collaborating in the name of 

Jesus Christ. Three presbyteries 

in New Jersey are partnering in 

Latino new church development 

ministry while three New England presby-

teries are partnering in immigrant and   

campus ministry. All across this synod 

partnerships and networks appear essential 

to growing the church deep and wide.    

 

Sharing ministry 
 

 For more than 20 years, the Pres-

bytery of Geneva in New York has been in 

partnership with the Presbytery of Caribe 

in the Yucatan peninsula. Early in the part-

nership, the focus was often on bringing 

people from North America to Mexico for 

building projects and other labor-intensive 

jobs. Now, when groups travel from New 

York into Mexico, lives are transformed. 

Geneva members have learned from their 

brothers and sisters in   

Mexico about what it means 

to live in community and 

how to plant new churches 

and nurture new believers. 

In turn, members of the 

Presbytery of Caribe have 

learned from their North 

American friends about Christian           

education and faith sharing.  

 

 The partnership is poised to begin 

a new phase of ministry. New projects for 

Living Waters for the World will be initi-

ated in Mexico. In very real ways, Godôs 

hope for the world is being lived out 

through this shared ministry.  

 

Mission and food go together  
 

 Healthy meals are certainly consid-

ered important to everyone, but members 

of Westminster Presbyterian Church in 

Middletown, New Jersey, realized that 

many people in their 

community relied on 

feeding programs that 

rarely supplied fresh 

produce. With guid-

ance from Master  

Gardeners they planned a 50-square-yard 

garden on their front lawn.  

 

 This garden expands the churchôs 
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mission and outreach programs while    

informing its community that the congrega-

tion is serious about hunger, poverty and 

the environment. It is a way for the congre-

gation to reach out by being in mission 

with impoverished immigrants, troubled 

teens, ex-prisoners, young and old.        

Together they will 

plant, water, weed, and 

harvest at least 1,000 

pounds of fresh vege-

tables to be distributed 

in the community. 

 

 The garden will also serve as an 

outdoor classroom for its new preschool by 

connecting children to the natural world 

through daily involvement in gardening. 

Before planting any vegetables, the congre-

gation planted a massive sunflower garden 

to announce the opening of its preschool 

and vegetable garden.  

 

A job help program 
 

 Since early 2009, Highlands Pres-

byterian Church in Allendale, New Jersey, 

has hosted Opening Doors, a support group 

that meets weekly to help people who are 

seeking employment. The idea for Opening 

Doors was initiated in a special meeting of 

the Presbytery of the Palisades that was 

convened to explore possible responses for 

the church in the current economic envi-

ronment, which creates stress for individu-

als, families and communities.  

 

 To address these problems, the 

presbytery joined forces with the Creative 

Living Counseling Center, 

a pastoral counseling   

center, and the Allendale 

Clergy Association to  

establish Opening Doors. 

In its weekly meetings, 

the program provides a 

quiet work environment equipped with 

WiFi; peer support and networking oppor-

tunities; presentations and practical job 

search assistance from human resource 

specialists; and emotional and spiritual 

support, if desired, from representatives   

of the Clergy Association and Creative 

Living. 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Carmel Library 

is in need of volun-

teers for weekday desk 

duty to begin the week 

of September 12. One 

person is needed for Tuesdays and one for 

Fridays from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM. This 

involves checking out books for the Week-

day Nursery School students when they are 

dismissed at noon. If you are interested, 

please stop in the library to see me or call 

me at 215-887-1074, or email Gail War-

burton.             

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gift of Nancy Rose  

FLY AWAY HOME: An unforgettable 

story of a mother and two daughters who 

after a lifetime of distance finally learn to 

find refuge in one another. By Jennifer 

Weiner (F We) 

 

Gift of Robert C. Gerhard, Sr.  

THE HOLY BIBLE IN ITôS ORIGINAL 

ORDER; A Faithful Version With 

Commentary. This is the first complete 

Bible ever published to present all the 

books in their original manuscript order. 

(220.5 Bi) 

 

Gifts of Janet Simon 

MUSIC IN THE MARKETPLACE; The 

Story of Philadelphiaôs Historic 

Wanamaker Organ. Ray Biswanger 

masterfully presents the complete story 

of the worldôs largest playing pipe organ 

including dozens of pictures. (791 Bi) 

PROFILES IN COURAGE: The stories 

of the pressures experienced by eight 

United States senators and the grace with 

which they endured them. Awarded the 

Pulitzer Prize in 1957 this edition 

features an introduction by Caroline 

Kennedy as well as Robert Kennedyôs 

Foreword written for the 1964 memorial 

edition. By John F. Kennedy.         

(973.04 Ke) 

HEAVEN IS FOR REAL; A Little Boyôs 

Astounding Story of His Trip to Heaven 

and Back. The true story of Colton, the 

four-year old son of a small town 

By Gail Warburton, Carmel Librarian 

 

Gifts of  Ruth Kucera 

BEL-AIR DEAD; A Stone Barrington 

Novel. When a beautiful Bel-Air widow, 

already one of the wealthiest women in 

America, needs Stoneôs help in dealing 

with some Centurion studio stock, Stone 

Barrington finds himself dragged into a 

deadly web of intrigue amidst the glitz 

and glamour of Hollywood. By Stuart 

Woods (F Wo) 

THE FIFTH WITNESS; A Lincoln 

Lawyer Novel. Mickey Haller must 

defend a client who is accused of killing 

the banker involved with her foreclosure, 

a case that reveals strong suspicions, 

black-market dealings and a threat to 

Mickey's own life. By Michael Connelly. 

(F Co) 

10TH ANNIVERSARY: Detective 

Lindsay Boxer's anniversary celebration 

is forgotten when she is called to 

investigate a badly injured teenage girl 

whose newborn baby is missing in this 

new novel in the Women's Murder Club 

series by James Patterson. (F Pa) 

 

Gift of Rich Kucera  

EXPLORING YOUR WORLD; The 

Adventure of Geography.  

A family reference work containing 

alphabetically arranged articles, with 

charts, maps, and photographs, covering 

physical and human geography. National 

Geographic Society. (910 Na) 

Carmel Memorial Library 
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Nebraska pastor who during emergency 

surgery slips from consciousness and 

enters heaven. He survives and begins 

talking about being able to look down 

and see the doctor operating and his dad 

praying in the waiting room. Told by his 

father Todd, but often in Colton's own 

words, the disarmingly simple message 

is that heaven is a real place. By Todd 

Burpo. (133.9 Bu) 

 

 

CURIOUS GEORGE AT THE 

AQUARIUM: When George and the 

man in the yellow hat visit the aquarium, 

George's curiosity gets the better of him 

and he accidentally joins some of the 

exhibits. By Margret & H. A. Rey        

(jF Re) 

 

MOUSE, MOLE AND THE FALLING 

STAR: The pursuit of a falling star and 

its fabulous reward almost breaks up the 

good friendship between Mole and 

Mouse. By A.H. Benjamin & John 

Bendall-Brunello (jF Be) 

 

IôLL ALWAYS LOVE YOU:  When he 

accidentally breaks his mother's favorite 

bowl, Alex the bear worries that she will 

no longer love him. Alexôs mom says 

that she will always love him, no matter 

what. By Paeony Lewis (jF Le)  

 

I LOVE YOU TOO! When little brown 

puppy gives his mother a present, his 

friends decide to give their mamas 

For Younger Readers 

presents too. By Eve  Bunting (jF Bu) 

 

CHRISTOPHER ROBIN GIVES POOH A 

PARTY: Pooh saved Piglet from the 

flood, and Christopher Robin is throwing 

a party to celebrate. By A. A. Milne      

jF Mi)  

 

Gifts of Carol Beil  

The Magic Tree House Merlin Mission 

Series, by Mary Pope Osborne  

HAUNTED CASTLE ON HALLOWS 

EVE: In their magic treehouse, Jack and 

Annie are again transported to King 

Arthur's realm, where invisible beings, 

giant ravens, and mistaken magic spells 

have a duke's castle in an uproar on 

Halloween night. (jF Os) 

CARNIVAL AT CANDLELIGHT : Jack 

and Annieôs new mission is to save the 

Grand Lady of the Lagoon from a 

terrible disaster. (jF Os) 

BLIZZARD OF THE BLUE MOON: 

The magic tree house carries Jack and 

Annie to 1938 New York City on a 

mission to rescue the last unicorn.        

(jF Os)  

EVE OF THE EMPEROR PENGUIN: 

The magic tree house takes Jack and 

Annie to Antarctica to search for the 

fourth secret of happiness for Merlin.   

(jF Os)  

There is also a nonfiction research guide 

to this book, PENGUINS AND 

ANTARCTICA. (j598.4) 

 

 

 
 


