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Enjoy Church Picnic at Mermaid Lake 
 
By Bonnie Miller 
 

Everyone is invited to the Carmel Church Pic-

nic on June 12. The Congregational Life Committee 

has been able to get a wonderful venue at Mermaid 

Lake in Blue Bell. Only a 20 minute drive from Car-

mel, Mermaid Lake has so much to offer. There are 

terrific playgrounds (yes with bouncy things), swim-

ming pools, miniature golf, tennis courts, kiddie rides, 

and just a great location to kick 

back and fellowship with your 

church family.  

 

While this park has so 

much to do and you can enjoy it 

at your own pleasure, we would 

like to gather as a church commu-

nity for a couple of things. Please join us at the Pavil-

ion with the blue and white balloons to say grace 

together at 1:00 PM.  We will also hold an all-age 

softball game at 2:30 PM (meet at the pavilion and 

weôll walk to the field together). The park will be avail-

able for our use from 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM. Come all 

day, or for just part of the day.  

 

Donôt forget that the Mission Trip Team will 

be holding their second hoagie fundraiser that day!  So  
See PICNIC page 15 

                                                                                         June, 2011 
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     A Pastoral Message 

PENTECOST:  a reminder to 

live in the moment with the Spirit 
 

 Where do you 

think the minds of the 

disciples had gone 

following the events of 

Holy Week?  According 

to Johnôs gospel, even 

though Peter and John had believed that 

Christ had risen from the dead when they 

viewed the empty tomb earlier that 

morning and even though Mary Magdalene 

had witnessed to them all that she had 

actually talked to the risen Jesus, on the 

evening of Easter day the disciples were 

fearfully huddled together in a room with 

the door locked.  They were still so caught 

up in the issues that Thursdayôs arrest and 

Fridayôs crucifixion brought up in them 

that they couldnôt quite accept what was 

happening that very day.  Everything was 

changed, but they werenôt ready for it.  

They were so caught up in the events of the 

recent past; they werenôt really there ï in 

that moment. 

 

Through the centuries, Christians 

have increasingly come to understand that 

it is the ability to be mentally, emotionally 

and spiritually present in the moment that 

allows us to experience what God has to 

offer at any given time.  Instead of doing 

that, we often prefer to get caught up in the 

emotionally laden issues of our past, or in 

the cognitively generated fantasies of the 

future.  We leave the present moment 

many times every day and in so doing miss 

the working of Godôs Spirit in our midst. 

 

Left on their own, the disciples 

would have missed what God was doing.  

However, as they cowered there in fearful 

hiding, the risen Jesus suddenly appeared 

to them.  John wrote that he offered them a 

word of ñpeaceò and showed them his 

wounds.  When they saw that it was him 

they ñrejoiced,ò a sign that they had come 

back to the moment ï fears gone, questions 

silenced, hearts and minds at rest.  Jesus 

used the opportunity to empower them 

with the Holy Spirit.  In this gospel passage 

that many refer to as 

ñJohnôs Pentecost,ò 

Jesus breathed on them 

and said, ñReceive the 

Holy Spirit.ò  

 

 As God had 

breathed into the lifeless dust in the 

creation story of Genesis 2, Jesus breathed 

into the lifeless souls of the disciples and 

recreated this sorry band of followers into a 

whole new assembly, even while 

commissioning them for the difficult task 

of spreading the gospel in a world that 

would be extraordinarily hostile to their 

message.  It worked.  They were made new 

by the Holy Spirit.   

 

The sad thing is that most of us 

consider an experience of the divine a rare, 
See PASTOR page 15 
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Pray for Dominican Republic 

Mission Trip 2011 
 

 Our fundraising in April and early 

May for the DR Mission Trip this summer 

has continued to creep us toward our goal!  

We held a successful bake sale on Easter 

Sunday, and thanks to many generous 

contributions of baked 

goods and the purchase of 

those goods, we were able 

to make $357.  We also 

held a record-setting car 

wash on May 7, that 

brought in $965 toward 

our trip!  We would like to thank everyone 

for coming out and supporting us at both of 

these fundraisers.   

 

 Save-the-date for our upcoming 

fundraisers: 

¶  June 11ð Car Wash (Roslyn Fire 

House- see below) 

¶ June 12ð  Hoagie Sale (orders 

start May 22) 

We are continuing our letter 

campaign!  If you have not received a letter 

from a trip member, but would like to 

donate, please make a check out to Carmel 

Presbyterian Church with ñDR Missionò in 

the memo line, and send it ATTN: 

Associate Pastor.  $20 will help buy educa-

tional supplies for the community weôll 

serve.  $50 will help purchase medical 

supplies and additional construction 

materials.  $100 will buy concrete block 

and cement mix for the vocational school 

weôre helping to build.  Also, see the 

Courier insert for hygiene kit supplies 

needed for our medical clinic. 

 We also would like to apologize to 

anyone who came to Roslyn Fire House on 

May 7  looking for our car wash!  There 

was a miscommunication and the dates 

were mixed up.  We would like to confirm 

that JUNE 11 we will be holding our next 

car wash at Roslyn Fire House!  We hope 

youôll come out and support our efforts 

there! 
 

 Please continue to keep our team 

in your prayers as we prepare for the trip. 

As we enter the months of May and June 

our planning meetings turn 

from fund-raising to trip 

preparation.  We will be 

picking our VBS theme 

soon to use with the 

children of San Pedro de 

Macoris.  We will also 

begin preparing for leading 

worship while in the Dominican, and using 

scripture to help reflect on what God is and 

will be doing through and in us!   

 

 The truth about mission trips is 

that often times the Holy Spirit changes 

those of us who participate in the trip even 

more than the communities we serve.  We 
 See DOMINICAN page 12 
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By Janet Simon 

 

 Among the items of business at the 

Regular Meeting of Session held on May 

10 were the items which follow. 

 

 Dr. Thornton announced that 

Katey Schuyler has agreed to serve as 

Chairperson of the Carmel Nursery School 

Board following the retirement of Nancy 

Rose from this position in June.  Kateyôs 

background in Elementary Education will 

be helpful to the Board. 

 

 Rev. Visco Rusert reported that her 

recent study leave at the Princeton 

Seminary Forum on Youth Ministry was 

inspiring and valuable. 

 

 Session approved the 

request of the Lord Holy 

Spirit Korean Presbyterian 

Church, pastored by Rev. 

Young on Kim, to meet in the 

Carmel Chapel on Sunday afternoons and 

perhaps Friday evenings, following 

completion of a lease agreement and 

approval by Presbytery.  The hoped for 

starting date is June. 

 

 At the request of the Personnel 

Committee, Session accepted the 

resignation for retirement of Pat Morris.  

Her last day of work will be August 18, 

and her retirement date after accrued 

vacation leave will be September 22.  Pat 

began her position as 

church secretary in 

December, 1978, and has 

been employed in the 

church office for 33 years.  
 

Session also 

adopted a revised position description for 

Church Secretary.  The Personnel 

Committee will advertise for the position 

of Secretary and adhere to the policy 

previously adopted by Session that Carmel 

church members will not be hired for 

permanent staff positions at the church. 

 

 Celebration of the Sacrament of 

the Lordôs Supper was approved for the 

second annual memorial service of the 

Refuge Youth Group, to be held 

Wednesday, May 25, in the Carmel 

Memory Garden with Rev. Visco Rusert 

and Elder Gary Moll. 
 

 A proposal came from the 

Congregational Life Committee, chaired by 

Melissa Deacon, to hold a Christmas 

Brunch following worship on Sunday, 

December 18.  The brunch received 

Session approval. 

 

 Members of Session participated in 

an all day retreat on Saturday, May 14, at 

Rydal Park, with worship and discussions 

led by Dr. Thornton and Rev. Visco 

Rusert. 

Board Updates 

Session Notes 



are unable to drive or 

arrange other trans-

portation.  Requests 

have picked up 

recently and we are 

looking for volunteers 

to provide transpor-

tation on either a regular or occasional 

basis.  I am itching to call this ñWheels in a 

Momentò, but will resist the urge.  Please 

contact Bonnie Miller if you are able to 

volunteer or would like more information. 

 

Mission disbursements included 

$1,000 to both Presbyterian Childrenôs 

Village and Chester Eastside Ministries for 

their summer camp programs with funds 

coming from Trust Fund B interest. 

 

Our next cook-in for Aid for 

Friends will be on Sunday, June 5 after the 

service.  Pre-cooked 

casseroles, meat-

loaves and such will 

be packed into trays 

with a veggie, roll 

and dessert.  Meals 

can be dropped off in 

the kitchen prior to the service and the 

Deacons (old, current, future and adopted) 

will assemble them to place in our freezers. 
 

Many thanks to Lara Clouse and 

Sue Lohoefer for their many hours of work 

on the blood drive and flower sale.  These 

projects require much behind the scenes 

legwork and preparation.  We truly 

appreciate your dedication to these 

ministries. 

 

 

 

 

By Heidi Lindsay 
 

The month of May is always a 

busy one for our board as it includes both 

the American Red Cross Blood Drive and 

our annual Motherôs Day Flower Sale. 

  

With the final count in, 22 pints 

were donated at our blood drive in early 

May.  Those 22 pints will ultimately save 

66 lives.  Not too shabby!  Thank you to 

everyone who tried to or was able to 

donate.  Many groups have stopped hosting 

blood drives over the last few years, which 

makes every donation all the more vital.   

 

Next came our annual Motherôs 

Day Flower Sale.  We do not yet have final 

figures, but are on pace to match last yearôs 

success.   The flats and baskets of annuals 

were again beautiful and many area 

gardens are surely going to be show-

stoppers.  All proceeds will 

be donated to Cradle of 

Hope and we look forward 

to their upcoming Minute 

for Mission.  

 

Food cupboard donations 

have been quite steady but often dwindle 

over the summer months even though the 

need does not.  We are in particular need of 

cereal, pasta, pasta sauce and canned fruit. 

 

 The Deacons facilitate transpor-

tation to and from Carmel services and 

events on an as needed basis for those who 

Deacons Notes 
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Dear Friends at Carmel, 

 

 I wanted to express my appreci-

ation for the wonderful letter signed by so 

many in the congregation expressing 

sympathy on the loss of my father.  At such 

time when loneliness is amplified, thank 

you so much for that transcendent warmth. 

 

 Bob Fish  
 

Dear Carmel Family, 

 

 Thank you so much for the 

beautiful tulip that was delivered to me 

from the Easter services at Carmel.  Iôm 

really enjoying the plant and think of my 

Carmel family often. 

 

 Earl Zettlemoyer  
 

Dear Carmel Friends, 
 

 The bright, beautiful pot of yellow 

tulips is lovely; thank you for remembering 

me.  Distance and health prevent me from 

attending services as often as I would 

prefer. 
 

 My sincere thanks, 

 Jean Lamb  
 

Dear Carmel Friends, 
 

 What a gorgeous lily!  It was so 

nice to receive a beautiful lily on Easter 

Sunday from all at Carmel.  It is always 

Thank You  
great to be remembered on such a special 

holiday.  Thank you all at Carmel for the 

beautiful symbol of Easter. 

 

 Fred Rockett  
 
Dear Shepherds of Carmel, 
 

 Thank you so much for the pot of 

beautiful yellow tulips that I received for 

Easter and thanks to Jean Badger for 

delivering them.  They brightened up my 

apartment and made me ñthink Spring.ò 
 

 Many thanks. 

 Ruth Chestnut  
 

Dear Carmel Friends, 

 

 What a surprise when Paul opened 

our front door on Easter Sunday.  A 

beautiful lily was waiting to go inside.  We 

wish to thank Carmel and also Judy Dyjak 

for the ñSpecial Delivery.ò   

 

 Sincerely, 

Paul and Doris Staudenmayer  
 

Dear Carmel Family, 

 

 Thank you for all your prayers and 

blessings.  It is a wonderful feeling to have 

the support of all your members. 

 

 God bless, 

 Benny and Anna Rossi  
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What a great surprise when Jean 

and Jack Badger arrived at our house with 

a beautiful Easter tulip plant.  Thank you 

again! 
 

Abigailôs visit to see me in the 

hospital was so appreciated.  The many 

thoughts, prayers and cards from the 

Carmel Family during this time makes me 

feel ever blessed. 

 

Janet Hettenbach  
 

Dear Rose Ewing and Carmel friends, 

 

 Once more I send a note of 

appreciation for the Easter flowers.  The 

daffodils especially remind me of our 

Bridle Rd. home and the glorious daffodils 

that multiply in the front yard.  These will 

do the same for another loved one. 
 

 Cordially, 

 Alma Leadbeater  
 

Dear Carmel Members, 
 

 Thank you for the cards, flowers, 

and many concerns during my recent 

hospital stay.  I would like to express my 

gratitude for the visits from Katey Schuyler 

and Pastor Jim Thornton.  
 

 Thank you to all the members for 

the wonderful letter signed by all of you.  

All of this shows so much that Carmel is a 

loving and caring church. 
 

 Sincerely, 

 Dave Rice  

Dear Carmel Family, 
 

 Thank you so much for the 

beautiful yellow tulips I received at Easter, 

delivered to my door by Jean and Jack 

Badger.  I will be planting them in my 

garden so I can enjoy them again. 
 

 Love, 

 Ginny Sonneborn  
 

 Thanks so much for the beautiful 

pot of yellow tulips.  It was nice to receive 

the congregational letter from everyone 

who signed. 
 

 Thanks again, 

 Mary Ann Beck  
 

Dear Carmel Family, 
 

I would like to thank you for the 

flowers and kind letter congratulating me 

for receiving the Lindback Foundation 

Award for Distinguished Teaching.  As it 

is a solely student-nominated award, it is 

humbling to receive such an honor for 

work that I truly love doing. 
 

 Again, thank you! 

 Wes Rose  
 

Dear Carmel Friends, 
 

 Thank you so much for the 

beautiful lily plant.  Doris Golingan 

brought it to me and it was so nice to meet 

her.  Again, I thank you all. 
 

 Sincerely,  

 Marian Croasdale  
See LETTERS page 13 
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Shake-it-Up at VBS 
 
By Abigail Visco Rusert 

 

 What are the 

ingredients for a fun and learning-filled 

summer?  Find out at Carmelôs ñShake-It-

Up-Caf®ò where kids will carry out Godôs 

recipe!  Weôll spend our Summer VBS 

exploring the great festivals of the Bible.  

Join us as we learn about Passover, the 

Festival of Weeks, The Festival of Booths 

and Pentecost.  

 

 Weôll start with Bible stories, mix 

in music, sprinkle in snacks, add a cup of 

crafts, a gallon of games, and spread a 

layer of science on top to make our mission 

of feeding each other with Godôs word 

complete!   

 

 So join us this summer 

from July 24-28, 6:30-8:30 PM 

at Carmelôs Caf®!  To sign your 

child up, please fill out the 

following form and turn it into the church 

office.  Alternatively, you can email all the 

information below to: pat@ 

presbycarmel.org  See you this summer! 

 

 Are you interested in volunteering?  

Please call or email our Associate Pastor, 

Abigail: revabigail@gmail.com, 215.887-

1074. 

 

Check out 
improved website! 
 
By Janet Simon 

 

 Carmelôs 

website, www.presbycarmel.org, has added 

a few new features recently.  Two 

enhancements recommended by the 

Evangelism Committee and approved by 

Session enable Carmel to rotate photos on 

the home page and highlight specific 

important events through ñposts.ò  Also, 

the monthly issues of the Carmel Courier, 

featuring graphics in color, are now 

available on the website under the ñEvents 

and Newsò heading. The scrolling calendar 

Carmel Family Activities 

Carmel VBS Sign -up 2011  

¶ Childôs first & last name ___________________________________________________    

¶ Childôs grade ____________________________________________________________ 

¶ Childôs allergies __________________________________________________________ 

¶ Parent(s)/ Guardian first & last name _________________________________________  

¶ Address ________________________________________________________________  

                   _________________________________________________________________  

¶ Emergency Phone # _______________________________________________________   



 

of daily activities at the church is easily 

accessed on the home page. 

 

 Check out the 2011 Confirmation 

Class photo, read about this yearôs exciting 

VBS theme for the July event and how to 

register your children, keep up to date on 

the June 29-July 8 Dominican Republic 

Mission Trip, including a blog link while 

the group is in the DR.  As always, you can 

read about Carmelôs theology, government, 

history; the work of the Deacons, Youth 

Ministry, and many other topics of interest.   

 

 Rev. Abigail Visco Rusert has 

been the Carmel website facilitator, 

working with Carmelôs website redesigner, 

Pokayoke Design.  The Evangelism 

Committee has devoted considerable time 

and energy for several years into getting 

the Carmel website operating in a timely, 

informative manner.  Check it out, and 

bookmark the link on your computer. 

 

Carmel  
Presbyterian 
Women 
 

By Betty McGlade 

 

Wednesday, June 15, and Tuesday, June 

21 ï Circles meet. These dates will be our 

closing meetings as we 

look forward to summer 

vacations. We will 

complete our study and 

discussion of the Book of 

Revelation and look 

forward to focusing on a new topic, as yet 

to be decided, when our circles meet again 

in September.  

 

Blankets/Tools of Hope ï During the 

month of June we will be 

winding up the Church 

World Service project 

now known as Blankets + 

and you will still have an 

opportunity to support 

this mission project.  

There will be special 

envelopes in the pew racks for your 

donation. Please make your check payable 

to Carmel Presbyterian Women and specify 

ñBlankets +.ò   

 

Sewing Group ï If you would like to have 

something to do over the summer, you can 

pick up patterns and material to sew or 

knit. Church World Service mission needs 

do not take a summer break and there is 

always a demand for clothing, afghans, 

sweaters, etc. Please contact Kay Bauer, 

Doris Golingan  or Cherry Lefferts  and 

they would be happy to provide you with 

patterns and material of your choice.  
 

Office needs 
substitute list  
 
 The Personnel 

Committee is seeking volunteers for a list 

of potential people willing to be called to 

substitute in the Church Office when the 

church secretary is absent.  Contact Rev. 

James Thornton or Pat Morris if you are 

able to fill this need.  
 

  9 
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By Abigail Visco Rusert 

 

Youth bond at 

retreats  
 

 Carmelôs 

Wednesday Night 

ñRefugeò youth ministry group took two 

retreats this Spring: the boys headed to 

Long Beach Island, and the girls to the 

Poconos.  Despite the gloomy forecast, we 

piled into cars and had the chance to spend 

a night away from the chaos of daily life to 

relax, play and dig deeper into Godôs word. 

 

 The girls studied the bible story 

from Luke 7:36-50, when a sinful woman 

washed Jesusô feet with her hair and 

anointed him with perfume.  The boys 

spent time in worship talking about 

growing and deepening their relationship 

with God.  

 

 We also had lots of time for fun- 

the boys ran all over the beach and the girls 

got to make crafts and spend time on the 

docks of Fairview Lake.  We are deeply 

grateful for the parents who helped to 

donate all of our food for the weekend, and 

to Karen Bogle, who graciously allowed 

the boys to use her beach house for a night!  

It was a wonderful time of bonding for our 

groups. 

 

PhotoHunt is tons of fun 
 

 Later in the month of April, the 

youth group got together on a typical 

Wednesday night, for a not-so-typical 

event.  Thanks to parent and CYM Team 

volunteers, we had plenty of cars to pile 

into, and groups set out all over the 

Glenside and Abington areas for a 

PhotoHunt  event (scavenger hunt 

including lots of 

picture taking).  This 

was a night where 

kids were 

encouraged to team-

build, to learn more about the parents and 

leaders on their team, and to have a wild 

time earning points for prizes!  Some of the 

clues included:  

 

¶ There is a gym where you can do 

workouts like the people on the 

west coast. Head there and get a 

photo of your team working out in 

front of it. 

¶ Glenside loves pizza.  How many 

pizza shops can you get a group 

picture outside of? 

¶ Some schools are named after dam

-building animals, and then change 

their name. Can you get a photo of 

The Youth Pages 

Whatõs up with Refuge Youth and Carmel Youth Ministry? 



  We will remember together the 

lives of those loved ones who have been 

lost this year (or throughout our lives), and 

weôll beautify our garden in honor of their 

memory.  Weôll also celebrate the promise 

of new life and resurrection of our Lord 

together as we celebrate the Lordôs Supper.   

2nd Annual CYM BBQ at the Rusertôs 

House!  Calling all youth, parents, 

confirmands, mentors, and church staff 

members- you are invited to join us at 1018 

Tennis Ave, Ardsley for a BBQ on June 8, 

6:30-8:30 PM.   

 Anyone with last 

names A-M  please bring a 

side dish or a salad to share, 

last names N-Z please bring a 

dessert to share.  Drinks, 

burgers and veggie burgers 

will be provided!  See you 

there! 

Courier changes editors 
 

By Doris Golingan and Janet Simon 

 

 Betty McGlade is retiring as a co-

editor of the Carmel Courier.  Last 

monthôs May Courier was her final issue.  

Although her exact starting date is 

uncertain, Betty has served about 18 years 

in this position.  We thank her for her 

faithful service as an editor and in proof-

reading countless issues of the Courier.  

Betty plans to continue submitting articles 

for Carmel Presbyterian Women and the 

Mission Yearbook. 

 

your team at the entrance to such 

a school of higher education? 

 We had tons of fun, with the 

winning group returning first, and claiming 

balloons, pool noodles and $5 Wawa gift 

cards as their prize!  

 

CYM thanks you! 
 

 As our youth 

ministry year winds 

down, we would like to 

thank all of the parents, leaders and friends 

who have supported our ministry.  If 

youôve been a mentor to a confirmand, a 

chaperone at an event, a snack or dinner 

provider, a Parents-Night-Out supporter, or 

if youôve kept us in your prayers- God has 

used you in the up-building of this 

ministry!  We offer our gratitude and our 

humble hope that you will continue to 

support this ministry in practice and in 

prayer.   

 

Remaining events: Memorial Service, 

year-end BBQ 
 

 The two big youth ministry events 

that we have left before summer hits are: 

 

2nd Annual CYM Memorial 

Service,      

May 25ðyouth, leaders, 

parents and mentors are 

invited to join us for dinner in Carmel Hall 

at 6:30 PM, and then for a service in 

Carmelôs memorial garden at 7:00 PM.  

11 
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 We are happy to 

announce that Heidi 

Lindsay has agreed to join 

present Courier co-editors 

Janet Simon and Doris Golingan as the 

new co-editor.  We welcome her to the 

staff and look forward to her input.  Heidi 

has been writing the Deaconsô column for 

the Courier for some time and anticipates 

expanding her skills by mastering the 

learning curve for Microsoft Publisher. 

 

Thanks to Carmel Hall workers 
 
By Janet Simon 

 

 We hope that you have noticed the 

bright new look of Carmel Hall with its 

attractive new carpeting and freshly 

painted, color-coordinated walls.  The 

carpeting was replaced 

through an insurance 

settlement for water 

damage to the old carpet. 

 

Thanks are 

overdue to those who worked on bringing 

this project to fruition several months ago!  

Members of last yearôs Property 

Committee, including Chairperson Kay 

Bauer,  Robin McGill and her friend Chuck 

Fluehr, Dick Thomas, Bill Phifer, and 

Lynne Schutt, with input from Rev. Jim 

Thornton, worked on selecting appropriate, 

attractive, and durable carpeting.   

 

The many volunteer painters in 

February included members of the 

congregation, Refuge Youth Group 

members, and Boy Scouts in an amazing 

day of concerted effort and energy. Prep 

work before-hand was done by Rev. Jim 

Thornton and Dick 

Thomas. 

 

We again have a 

Carmel Hall facility to be 

proud of.  Letôs appreciate, 

enjoy, and take good care 

of it. 

 

  In a side note on continuing 

facility improvements, a Carmel Kitchen 

Committee, chaired by Karen Bogle, is 

hard at work studying and planning to 

renovate and upgrade Carmelôs somewhat 

ñelderlyò kitchen.  Stay tuned for further 

news on the kitchen. 

 
 

DOMINICAN from page 3  

 

go with a sense of mission, and come back 

realizing that God has taught us about  

receiving Godôs grace and mercy.  It is a 

gift, a blessing and a life-changing exper-

ience.   

 

 May we all deepen our desire to 

serve the Lord- those who go, those who 

help us get there, and those we meet while 

weôre there! 
 

Remember to check out our DR Mission 

Trip blog for daily updates while weôre 

in the Dominican June 29-July 8.  Find it 

at: www.presbycarmel.org. 
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 LETTERS from page 7 

 

Dear Carmel Family, 
 

 Thank you so much for the letter of 

congratulations and flowers presented by 

Shepherd Doris Golingan on May 8th in 

acknowledgement of the recent career 

achievement honor I received in late March 

from the PA Recreation and Park Society. 
 

 The letter will be placed among 

my treasured gifts not only for your 

signatures but also because of its reference 

to ñHere I Am, Lord,ò the hymn that 

inspires all of us to be God's hands and feet 

as His plan of work unfolds here on Earth.  

Talk about planning and coordination - 

how big is The Good Lord's 3-ring binder, 

I wonder? 

 

Thank you again for your love and support. 

Susan Badger Lohoefer  

Dear Carmel Friends, 

 Thank you, Nancy OôBrien for 

delivering the lovely tulips to Tabitha.  

Thank you, Peg Robinson, for taking the 

beautiful flowers to Joy.  Our family also 

truly appreciates the many prayers. 

 Fondly, 

 Margie Reith  

 

Dear Friends at Carmel, 
 

 Thank you so much for the pot of 

yellow tulips delivered to me.  It is so 

cheerful and helps to brighten my days.  I 

miss seeing all of you. 
 

 Sincerely, 

 Doris Cocron  
 

Dear Carmel Friends, 
 

 Just a short note to thank you all 

for the lovely Easter lily I received from 

the Easter Service.  It was so beautiful. 
 

 Thanks again, 

  Marie Langton.  
 

Like father, like child 
 

 As we celebrate 

Fatherôs Day, we likely see 

traits in our dads (or other father figures) 

that we hope to be known for ourselves: 

integrity, gentleness, a great sense of 

humor, a love of learning, a humble spirit. 
 

 Amy Grantôs song ñFatherôs 

Eyesò tells of a girl who wants nothing 

more than for others to recognize her fath-

erðand her heavenly Fatherðin her.  

ñWhen people look inside my life, I want 

to hear them say, óSheôs got her fatherôs 

eyes.ò 
 

 What characteristics of God your 

Father are reflected in your eyes, heart and 

life?  And what godly qualities would you 

like to cultivate?  May others see our 

heavenly Father in us!  (From The NLNL) 



PICNIC from page 1 

 

be sure to order yours for the 

picnic. You can pick them up 

at church or choose to have 

them delivered for you. And 

for all you hot dog, hamburger, 

and barbecued chicken fans- 

donôt worry- a grill will be provided (BYO 

meat!).  

 

If you have not yet signed up for 

the picnic, please do so now. To sign up, 

please contact Melissa Deacon via the 

church office (215-887-1074) or leave the 

bulletin sign-up sheet in Melissaôs church 

mailbox.  We would like to see everyone at 

the picnic. Please bring the whole family. 

If you would like to go but need 

transportation, please let us know and we 

will be in contact to arrange transportation. 

SEE YOU THERE! 

 

 Carmelôs hospital list this month is 

lengthy.  Hugh Logan, Pastor Jim 

Thornton , Bill Spinnraker , Brooke 

Clause,  Joan Cramp, John Gerhard and 

Bob Sommer all received care at Abington 

Memorial Hospital. 

 

 Ed Lanahan was treated at 

Hahnemann University Hospital.  Holy 

Redeemerôs patient list included Abby 

Palmisano.  In addition, John Merry  is 
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still at Brittany Pointe Rehab, and Rosie 

Harting  is at Fairview Center of Paper 

Mill Road. 
 

 Please keep these members and 

their families in prayer and remember them 

and those on the Sunday blue list with 

cards and calls.  Contact from their friends 

at Carmel is always appreciated. 
 

PASTOR from page 2 
 

or worse yet, an unheard of occurrence.  

And that is exactly what it will continue to 

be for us if we do not live in the present 

moment ï expectant that God will speak a 

divine word to our souls.  Is it any wonder 

that for many Christians, the fire has long 

since gone out and the embers have grown 

very cold?  However, when weôre truly 

here ï listening - the divine word comes to 

us every day in the beauty of creation, in 

the love of a dear friend, in the kindness of 

a stranger, or in one of a thousand other 

ways.   
 

When we make ourselves available 

to it again and again and again, we canôt 

help but catch on fire in the Spirit of God.  

Living out Godôs 

will becomes the 

driving force in our 

lives, not those other 

mostly petty things 

that occupy so much 

of our time.  

Pentecost is really a 

day for all of us! 
 

Dr. James W. 

Thornton 



Nursery School features 
graduation, picnic for yearõs end  
 

By Jan Heckman, 

Director 
 

 June brings the 

end of the 2010/2011 

school year.  Students who are leaving 

Carmel Nursery School and going to 

Kindergarten have been rehearsing for an 

awesome graduation program.  On 

Monday, June 6, the festivities begin with 

the children singing some of the songs that 

they have learned over the past years at 

nursery school for their parents and 

grandparents.  After the music program, 

there will be diploma ceremonies in the 

classrooms along with some refreshments.  
 

 On June 8, all students and their 

families are invited to attend the school 

picnic. For the past several years our picnic 

has taken place at Fort Washington State 

Park in the Playground area.  There will be 

magic, water ice, crafts, face painting, and 

a lot fun for all who are there. 
 

 Summer Camp begins the next 

week.  Camp is for 

children aged two to eight 

and runs from June 13 to 

July 22.  We have 

continued with a science 

theme for the past few 

years. This summer 

students will explore 

topics like food chemistry, color magic, 

animal habitats, things that go, space, and 

more! The ñCrazy Science Lab Summerò 

explodes with excitement and learning 

each morning for six weeks.  Register for a 

week at a time or for all six weeks.   

 

 Fall registration has begun.  Car-

mel Nursery School offers programs for 

children aged two to five.  Each program is 

geared toward that age group while cater-

ing to the needs of the individual child.  An 

Extended Day Program is also available.  If 

you are interested in any of the programs 

that Carmel has to offer, call the nursery 

school office at 215-886-7677.  Better yet, 

schedule a tour and see why amazing 

things happen here! 

 

 June is the 

month of weddings, 

and four Carmel 

couples tied the knot 

50 or more years ago 

this month.  Harry 

and Sandra Hurlburt  celebrate their 52nd 

wedding anniversary on June 6.  George 

and Gwen DeLong observe their special 

day on June 13, when they were married 54 

years ago. 

 

 George and Jane Schiel celebrate 

68 years of loving and supporting each 

other on June 19.  Wedding bells rang for 

Bob and Jane Gerhard on June 22, when 

they began their 65 years of happily 

married life. 

This and That 
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 Congratulations and Godôs 

blessings for all four couples from their 

friends at Carmel. 

 

Congratulations Carmel grads 
 
 Congratulations to 

Carmelôs 2011 high school 

and college graduates on 

reaching this milestone in their 

lives.  Your church friends are 

proud of all of you.   Any 

additional graduates submitted will be 

published in next monthôs Courier. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL  

 

Abington High School 

 

Tyler Blaetz 

Chelsea Dyjak will attend Shippensburg 

University. 

 

Cheltenham High School 

 

Ian Miller  

 

Hatboro Horsham High School 

 

Sarah Thompson will be attending 

Temple University, majoring in theater and 

the arts. 

 

LaSalle College High School 

 

John Santangelo will be attending Drexel 

University, majoring in engineering. 

(grandson of Gene and Pat Morris)  

COLLEGE  

 

Temple University 

 

Melissa Colelli, Bachelor of Arts in Public 

Relations. 

 

Mary Washington College, 

Fredericksburg, Virginia  

 

Stephanie Lefferts, Bachelor of Arts in 

History 

 

Ursinius College 

 

Jonathan Palmisano, Bachelor of Arts in 

English, with a minor in secondary 

education 

 

University of Hawaii 

 

Holly Miller,  Bachelor of Arts in History 

Robert Franklin,  Bachelor of Arts in 

Geography 

(daughter and son-in-law of Bill and 

Bonnie Miller) 

  

The June and Ward 
Cleaver Syndrome 

 

 Letôs face it, you 

wouldnôt be caught dead in 

Juneôs heels and pearls, or 

Wardôs skinny tie and 50ôs haircut!  But 

maybe you still subscribe to their Perfect 

Person Profile.  Like that impeccable TV 

couple, you may expect to parent with 

wisdom and a chuckle, to encounter no 
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marital problems, and to work sweat-free.  

Even smarmy Eddie Haskell wonôt get 

under your skin.   

 

 Au contraire!  Life is difficult.  

Mistakes are many and messy and youôll 

make a bunch.  Burdening yourself with 

fantasy expectations of perfection will only 

compound your suffering.  So expect to 

goof up from time to time and when you 

do, put your arm around yourself and say 

with gentle humor, ñDonôt worry, Beav, 

weôll get through this together.ò 

 

 If you canôt stop 

beating yourself up for being 

less than perfect, consider 

working with someone who 

can guide you to more loving 

self-acceptance. (Call 215-

247-6077 for the Samaritan Counseling 

Center nearest you.) 
 

Personnel Committee seeks 
secretary applicants  
 
 The Personnel 

Committee is accepting 

applications for the 

position of Carmel 

Church Secretary, which 

will be vacant following 

Pat Morrisô retirement in 

September. The new 

secretary would start on or about August 1.  

Under previously adopted Session policy, 

members of Carmel will not be hired for 

permanent staff positions. 

 Skills listed under the position 

description are: proficiency in basic 

computer software (word processing, 

spreadsheets, etc.), ability to proofread 

printed and electronic materials, excellent 

telephone and interpersonal skills, ability 

to maintain confidentiality with sensitive 

information. 

 

 Terms of employment will be part-

time of 25 hours per week, with daily hours 

from 9:00-12:00 AM and 1:00-3:00 PM, no 

medical benefits, one week of vacation in 

the first 12 months, and 10 days of paid 

sick leave. 

 

 Carmel members who know of 

potential interested candidates are 

encouraged to have them contact Dr. 

Robert Howard, Personnel Committee 

Chairperson, or Dr. James Thornton for 

applications. 

 

Stewardship 
thoughts 
 

By Lynne Schutt,  

for the Stewardship 

Committee 

 Some stewardship sources 

describe five levels of giving: 

 

1. Basic Giving:  A basic level of giving is 

out of a sense of self-benefit: "I give 

because I like this church". "My family 

likes our church's music, programming and 

youth ministries." There are a lot of ñI'sò 

and a lot of ñmy'sò in this level of giving.  
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 2. Giving in Gratitude:  We give because 

we recognize God as the source of our 

blessings. Out of a sense of giftedness we 

give with thanksgiving to God.  

 

 3. Giving from Spiritual Faithfulness: At 

this level we are continuing to grow as 

Christian disciples, and we desire to be 

good stewards, trustees or managers of that 

with which we have been entrusted. We 

have made a spiritual determination to give 

a proportion or percentage of our income 

and/or resources as a practice and response 

of faithfulness.  With this commitment, we 

may tend to be more responsible with our 

personal spending habits. Proportionate 

giving is a significant step forward  to be 

faithful in Christian discipleship.  

  

4. Giving with Spiritual Vision: At this 

level we spiritually envision what our giv-

ing or gift can make possible, the oppor-

tunities at hand, the difference that can be 

made. We begin to see as God sees. We see 

what God can do, what can be accom-

plished through the gift. With spiritual eyes 

to see, we can excel in the grace of giving.  

  

5. Giving from Extravagant Love! This is 

perhaps the highest level of giving. Like 

the woman in Mark's gospel who poured a 

very expensive bottle of perfume worth 

more than a year's wages over the head of 

Jesus, we give at this level because "love 

made me do it"! Our scriptures tell us to 

love God with our whole heart! Those at 

this level give joyfully out of great love.  

Keep this 

column handy and, as 

we go through the 

seasons together, please 

prayerfully consider 

these questions: 

 

1. At what level of giving would you like 

to be? 

2.  At what level of giving do you feel God 

prompting you to be? 

3. What in your life have you done or 

given simply because you are extrava-

gantly in love with God? 

4. How has growing in the grace of 

generous giving paralleled your overall 

experience of spiritual growth? 

 

Read the Bible in 90 Days 
 
 Beginning in June a small group of 

Carmel members will begin their journey 

through the Bible in 90 days.  This ñRead 

the Bible in 90 Daysò study will be led by 

the Rev. Abigail Visco Rusert.   The 

participants hope to deepen their faith and 

knowledge of the Bible through this 

discipline and discussion. 
  

 June 29 is the 

birthday celebration date 

for Jane Schiel, who will 

observe her 96th birthday 

on that date.  Her Carmel 

friends wish Jane a very 

happy day of celebration 

with many wonderful memories. 
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June 5         7th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:6-14   Communion 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 

John 17:1-11 

 

June 12 Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21  

or Numbers 11:24-30 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

John 20:19-23 or 

John 7:37-39 

 

June 19     Trinity Sunday  

Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Matthew 28:16-20 

 

June 26                13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Genesis 22:1-14 

Psalm 13 

Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 10:40-42 
 

Courier Summer Schedule 
 
 The Carmel Courier will 

be following a different than usual 

schedule over the summer months. 

In a publishing schedule begun in 

2010, a combined July/August 

edition will come out at the 

beginning of July. 

 

 The editors ask the coop-

eration of boards and committees 

to plan their publicity 

for activities and 

programs in both July 

and August and 

submit articles by the 

June 12 deadline date 

to editor-of-the-month 

Heidi Lindsay.   

 

 If the details of your plans 

arenôt quite finalized yet, send 

what you have, and we will be 

happy to run  ñMark the date on 

your calendarò notices.  

 

 Remember that the Sunday 

morning church bulletin and the 

Carmel website calendar and 

featured postings can provide 

additional publicity closer to the 

date of your events. 

 

 Thank you for your help 

with this and for making new co-

editor Heidi Lindsayôs life easier 

by meeting the deadline promptly. 

 

 
 

Sunday Lectionary Readings 

This monthõs editor Janet Simon 

 

Next Courier Deadline ñ  

April 10, 2011 

Editor of the month ñ  

Betty McGlade 

E-mail:  RMcg772831@aol.com 

 

This monthõs editor Janet Simon 

 

Next Courier Deadline ñ  

June 12, 2011 

Editor of the month ñ  

Heidi Lindsay 
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Mission Yearbook 

20 

By Betty McGlade 
 

 The Synod of Living Waters in-

cludes 12 presbyteries in the states of Ken-

tucky, Tennessee, Mississippi and Ala-

bama, and members of many congregations 

know that it takes prayer, preaching and 

hard work to grow Christôs Church deep 

and wide.  
 

Low cost for hope and help 
 

 Powell Presbyte-

rian Church and First 

Presbyterian Church in 

Lenoir City in the Presby-

tery of East Tennessee 

have come together to 

provide a Mobile Pantry for their neighbors 

in need. The cost to the churches is the de-

livery fee of a Second Harvest tractor 

trailer in their parking lot, and it is also an 

opportunity to do hands-on mission work 

together.  
 

There is unloading and organizing 

food, cleaning supplies and personal hy-

giene items as they greet and serve families 

who arrive on distribution day. The desire 

to do more than write a check is empha-

sized as they reach out and bring help and 

hope to those who are struggling for their 

daily food.   
 

Making an impact on childrenôs lives 
 

The members of the Second Pres-

byterian Church in Knoxville are making 

an impact on the lives of hundreds of chil-

dren of a local elementary school. They are 

serving as mentors, providing both supplies 

for classrooms and childrenôs backpacks, 

spreading new mulch on the playground, 

improving the atmosphere in the library 

and cafeteria, supporting the teachers and 

staff, and making sure that there are 

enough first aid supplies on hand.  

 

Help for an economic problem   
 

The stereotypical understanding of 

homelessness involves images of men 

sleeping on benches and pushing grocery 

carts laden with their belongings along city 

streets. Now imagine this: a family ï a fa-

ther, mother, two children and a grand-

mother. They are clean and do not abuse 

alcohol or drugs. The children are in 

school. The father has a job and the mother 

is a stay-at-home mom who cares for the 

children and the grandmother. ñHomeò is 

their car. This is a family who has lived on 

the edge and fallen off. They may not fit 

the image of homelessness, but families 

now make up 40 percent of the homeless 

population. This explains 

why one-quarter of home-

less people are children.  

 

In the Presbytery 

of South Alabama ñFamily 

Promiseò is a network of 

churches that provides 

overnight lodging and hospitality to  



homeless families with children. They also 

have a youth program that educates the 

young people of their churches about the 

problems of homelessness in their 

community. As this next generation 

participates in this growing problem,  they 

assist in fund-raising events benefiting 

Family Promise. 

 

A story of clean water 
 

Every morning in the 

village of Hampolol in the 

Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico, a 

young girl walks to Emmanuel 

Presbyterian Church to get a five-gallon 

bottle of purified water for her family. 

Several years ago, a clean water system 

was installed at the church by members of 

the Presbytery of Transylvania, through the 

ministry of the Synod of Living Waters. 

Since then, the people of Hampolol are 

significantly healthier.    PC(USA) 

churches partnered with churches in 

Mexico to install water systems, and now 

Mexican Presbyterians are supporting each 

other in the ministry of clean water.   

 

Deb Gates, a member of Carmelôs 

Sanctuary Choir, will sing the Star 

Spangled Banner to open the June Fete Fair 

on Friday night June 10. 

 

 Catherine Mae 

Solis, daughter of 

Margaret and Pete 

Solis, was born in 

Easthampton, MA on 

April 15.  The new arrival is the grand-

daughter of Barbra Eaton and Ed Salners 

and the great-granddaughter of Margaret 

A. Eaton, whose initials form baby 

Catherineôs middle name.  Congratulations 

and best wishes to the happy family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Carmel lost two members of the 

church family last month. 

 

 Timothy White  passed away on 

May 7.  Tim was the son of Robert and 

Judy White and the brother of Colleen 

Gergely.   Over ten years ago, Tim had 

courageously battled back from blood 

clots, surgeries, and strokes as a high 

school and college student, while 

maintaining a joy for life.  He died 

suddenly in a tragic accident in New York 

City.  Please remember his family and 

friends in prayer during this difficult time.  

 

 Janet Hettenbach, wife of Charles 

Hettenbach, joined the church triumphant 

on May 16. Janet, sister of George Kauf-

mann and Birdie Walton, was a lifetime 

member of Carmel who was confirmed 

here.  Janet served as a Shepherd, was 

currently a member of the Carmel Library 

Staff, and changed the names on the Prayer 

Board every week for a number of years. 

Please keep Charlie, their daughters Kim 

and Tracy, and grandchildren in your 

prayers as they mourn her loss. 
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WATER FOR ELEPHANTS: Ninety-

something-year-old Jacob Jankowski 

remembers his time in the circus as a 

young man during the Great Depression, 

and his friendship with Marlena, the star 

of the equestrian act, and Rosie, the 

elephant, who gave them hope. By  Sara 

Gruen (F Gr) 

 

THE TIGERôS WIFE: Remembering 

childhood stories her grandfather once 

told her, young physician Natalia 

becomes convinced that he spent his last 

days searching for "the deathless man," 

a vagabond who claimed to be 

immortal. As Natalia struggles to 

understand why her grandfather, a 

deeply rational man would go on such a 

farfetched journey, she stumbles across 

a clue that leads her to the extraordinary 

story of the tiger's wife. By Tea Obreht 

(F Ob) 

 

CUTTING FOR STONE: The twin sons  

    of a secret love affair between an Indian 

nun and a British surgeon in Addis 

Ababa, Marion and Shiva Stone are 

orphaned by their mother's death in 

childbirth and father's disappearance, 

coming of age in an Ethiopia on the 

brink of revolution, bound together 

     by a shared interest in medicine and 

forever divided by their love for the 

same woman. By Abraham Verghese. 

     (F Ve) 

    

By Gail Warburton, Carmel Librarian 

 

Gift of Nancy Rose: SAVE ME; the latest 

novel of popular author Lisa Scottoline.  

Volunteering at her daughter's school so 

that she can keep an eye on a bully, 

Susan faces a difficult choice when her 

daughter is tormented at the same time 

an explosion occurs in the cafeteria, a 

situation that causes Susan to be blamed 

for the bully's injuries. (F Sc)  

 

Gift of Janet Hettenbach:  THE WOLF AT 

THE DOOR; When several members of 

an elite intelligence unit are murdered 

by an unknown assailant with 

formidable resources, Sean Dillon finds 

his life in danger upon attempting to 

obtain evidence proving that an old 

nemesis is the killer. By Jack Higgins. 

(F Hi) 

 

Gift of Patty Maddish: THE ROMANOV 

PROPHECY; After the Russian people 

vote to bring back the Tsar, to be chosen 

from the distant relatives of Nicholas II, 

attorney Miles Lord heads for Moscow 

to perform a background check on one 

of the candidates, but his assignment 

turns unexpectedly dangerous. By Steve 

Berry. (F Be) 

 

 

 

 

 

Carmel Memorial Library 
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Gifts of Carol Beil: 

 

NAUGHTY LITTLE MONKEYS; Mom 

thinks all twenty-six of her monkeys are 

angelic, but from Andy's wayward 

airplane to Zelda's trip to the zoo, these 

little ones find a way to get into mischief 

for each letter of the alphabet. By Jim 

Aylesworth. (jF Ay) 

 

COMMOTION IN THE OCEAN; A 

collection of silly verses about various 

creatures that live in the ocean, including 

crabs, swordfish, whales, and polar bears. 

By Giles Andreae. (jF An) 

 

DOWN BY THE COOL OF THE POOL;  

Frog and the other animals have a 

dancing good time both in and out of the 

water in the cool of the pool. By Tony 

Mitton (jF Mi)  

 

COCK-A-DOODLE-DOO! BARNYARD 

HULLABALOO ; Explore the bright and 

noisy barnyard in this wonderful 

collection of poems for young children. 

Each of the animals in a busy barnyard 

has something to say. By Giles Andreae. 

(jF An) 

 

RUMBLE IN THE JUNGLE; Join this 

rhyming safari and enjoy a humorous, 

irresistible introduction to a host of wild 

animals. By Giles Andreae (jF An) 

 

RUBYôS WISH: In China, at a time when 

few girls are taught to read or write, 

For Younger Readers Ruby dreams of going to the university 

with her brothers and male cousins. By 

Shirin Yim Bridges (jF Br) 

 

SUKIôS KIMONO: On her first day of first 

grade, despite the objections of her older 

sisters, Suki chooses to wear her beloved 

Japanese kimono to school because it 

holds special memories of her 

grandmother's visit last summer. By 

Chieri Uegaki. (jF Ue) 

 

     Please take note: The library has 

subscribed to the magazine 

ñPresbyterians Today.ò The 

April and May (and by the 

time you read this, June) 

issues are available for your 

perusal. There are articles 

on Servanthood, Diversity, 

Evangelism and Discipleship in addition to 

the regular monthly columns.  

 

24 


