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Carmel  services and events for April 
 
 

 Holy Week worship services in-

clude Palm Sunday, April 17; Maundy 

Thursday, April 21 ; Good Friday, April 

22; and Easter Sunday, April 24.  Follow 

the journey of our Savior from triumphal 

entry through last supper, death on the cross, 

and joyous resurrection from the  

         tomb.  See pages 6-7.  

 

 

 The Congregational Life Com-

mittee is holding a pancake breakfast 

and Easter egg hunt on April 16, and 

an Easter breakfast following the Sun-

rise Service at 7:30 AM on Easter, April 

24.  See page 10. 

 

 

 

 Youth of the  Confirmation 

Class will be publicly received as Car-

mel members on Palm Sunday, April 

17.  See page 10. 

 

                                                                                        April, 2011 
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     A Pastoral Message 

Easter Transformation 
 

ñThen go 

quickly and tell his 

disciples, óHe has 

been raised from 

the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of 

you to Galilee; there you will see him.ôò   

 

The core of Easter faith resounds 

through these words from the Easter story 

in the Gospel of Matthew.  Mary Magda-

lene, whose love brought her to the cross 

and who watched as Jesus was wrapped for 

burial, was last seen in the Gospel sitting at 

the tomb.  After the Sabbath, she came 

again to the tomb, the abode of the dead, 

and was the first to see it emptied of its 

power and to experience the presence of 

the risen One. 

 

Easter morning in Gospels has the 

distinctive beauty of transforming power.  

The women arrive at dawn, symbolically 

the dawning of a new day in human 

history, and Matthew alone recounts an 

earthquake, which is a prelude to the 

resurrection of the dead.  Only Matthew 

records that the angel -- who in Jewish 

tradition guides the just to heaven -- rolls 

the stone away and sits on it, another visual 

symbol of the victory over death.  Out of 

fear the guards become lifeless, the first of 

four indications of ñfearò in the narrative.  

 

 The angel then tells the women, 

ñDo not fearò and announces that Jesus has 

been raised from the dead.  They are then 

commissioned as the first heralds of the 

resurrection, and they leave quickly, only 

to be met by Jesus.  Falling down in 

worship and grasping his feet -- a reminder 

that the risen Jesus is not simply a spirit -- 

they hear from Jesus the same words 

uttered by the angel, ñDo 

not fear. Go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee, 

and there they will see 

me.ò 
 

We live today in 

a culture of fear, nurtured 

by media that conduct an up-to-the-minute 

feeding frenzy on every horror in our 

world.  As I write these lines, death seems 

far more victorious than life:  another day 

of slaughter in Libya; terrible details about 

a brutal murder in Philadelphia; headlines 

about the multitude of death and suffering 

from the earthquake in the Pacific and 

subsequent Tsunami that devastated Japan 

and other places.  Will our night of sitting 

at deathôs door be followed by the dawn of 

lifeôs new day?  Easter provides the 

answer. 
 

Matthewôs Gospel speaks of two 

kinds of fear. The fear of the guards makes 

them resemble the corpse they were 

supposed to watch over, and they too 

deliver a message -- to the chief priests.  

But they do not end up in faith and joy; 

instead they perpetuate a false report.  

There is a fear that can paralyze people and 

blind them to the light of truth. 
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 However, the fear of the women at 

the words of the angel takes us back to the 

very beginning of the Gospel, where an 

angel says to Joseph, ñDo not fearò and 

commands him to take Mary as his wife.  

From her womb will come forth Jesus, who 

will save his people, just as the crucified 

One has come forth from the tomb.  The 

fear of the women is then transformed to 

joy, that sense that God has touched their 

lives in a unique and mysterious way.  As 

they grasp the risen Jesus, they hear again 

the words, ñDo not fearò and only joy 

remains. 

 

May it be so for you again this 

Easter morning! 

 

 

 Dr. James W. Thornton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 Caroline Haas has received 

hospital care at Abington Memorial 

Hospital and is now at Willow Ridge 

Rehab Center.  Carmel Nursery School 

Teacher Ruth Ann Quigley was also 

hospitalized at Abington.  Madison Fisher 

underwent surgery at St. Christopherôs 

Hospital. John Merry  received therapy at 

Brittany Pointe Rehabilitation.  Janet 

Hettenbach was hospitalized for tests. 

 

Please keep these members and 

friends  in prayer and remember them and 

those on the Sunday blue list with cards 

and calls.  Contact from their friends at 

Carmel means a lot.  

 

Names we knowé 
 
 The worship service music at the 

March meeting of the Presbytery 

of Philadelphia, held at Thompson 

Memorial Presbyterian Church of 

New Hope, had a distinctly 

Carmel flavor.  The praise song, 

ñRevelation,ò was performed by 

PJ Heckman, Interim Director of 

Music at Thompson, Rev. Aisha 

Brooks-Lytle (now at Mt. Airy 

Presbyterian Church), Rev. Skip Brecht 

(pastor at Eddington Presbyterian Church), 

and our own Abigail Visco Rusert.  

3 
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By Cindy Gerhard 

 

The following are among items of 

business that were considered and 

approved by the Session at its Regular 

Meeting on March 8: 

 

Confirmation Class:  Dr. Thornton has 

called a Special Meeting of the Session, to 

be held on Sunday evening, April 10, for 

the purpose of receiving our Confirmation 

Class into membership. Prior to the 

meeting, Session will be hosting a potluck 

supper for confirmands, their parents, 

mentors, and pastors.   

 

Christian Education:  

CYM team member 

Marleen Heintz and 

team member/elder Gary 

Moll reported on their 

experiences as participants in the Simply 

Youth Ministry Conference that they 

attended in Chicago recently. They spoke 

enthusiastically about inspirational 

seminars that provided and cultivated 

leadership training skills and personal 

growth.  Team member Jake Smith and 

Rev. Abigail Visco Rusert also represented 

Carmel at the Conference.   

 

    Session approved various 

fundraisers to benefit this summer's 

Dominican Republic Mission Trip, 

including a Spaghetti Supper/Talent Night 

that will be publicized 

shortly.  The Carmel Youth 

Ministry Team is also 

planning a Parents' Night 

Out, a Photo Scavenger 

Hunt, and off-site Retreats for our young 

people this spring. 

 

Congregational Life:   A number of 

special events for members and friends of 

the congregation and the surrounding 

community have been scheduled to take 

place throughout 2011 - from an Easter 

Egg Hunt and Pancake Breakfast this 

month, to the Advent Festival in 

November.  You will find advanced 

publicity on these activities in the Courier 

and in Sunday morning worship bulletins.  

 

Sexual Misconduct Policy:  Philadelphia 

Presbytery's recent adoption of a new 

Sexual Misconduct Policy has prompted us 

to review Carmel's current policy and 

revise if deemed necessary.  Presbytery's 

policy applies to our 

pastors as well as ses-

sion members serving 

on Presbytery com-

mittees.  Carmel's 

policy pertains to our 

own church professionals, officers, 

members, non-member employees, and 

volunteers. 

 

Benevolence:  Barbara Thornton reported 

to Session on the recent activities of the 

Board Updates 

Session Notes 



 The ground is pretty well thawed, 

the temps are slowly rising, the days are 

longer and that means it is time to start 

thinking about our annual Motherôs Day 

Flower Sale.  Order forms are available in 

this issue of the Courier and will also be in 

the weekly Order of Worship and at our 

table in the lobby.  Whether you prefer 

hanging baskets, petunias, 

impatiens, or begonias, all 

are beautiful.  The quality 

of these plants far sur-

passes what you will find 

elsewhere.  I fill my front 

yard and planters with impatiens from this 

sale every year and am never disappointed. 

 

 May 3 brings our next American 

Red Cross blood drive in Carmel Hall.  

Appointments will be available from 1:30 

until 7:00.  Please consider making an 

appointment, even if you have never 

donated blood before.  It is easy to do and 

can save many lives with just one pint. 

 

 March mission disbursements 

included $1,000 to each of the follow-ing 

organizations from the 

Deaconsô Fund, all are 

designated for summer 

camp scholarships: Beth-

anna, College Settlement 

Camp, Face to Face, and 

Teen Haven.  Additional $1,000  disburse-

ments, coming from Trust Fund B interest, 

include: Kirkwood (camp scholarships), 

Doug Baker (missionary in Northern 

Ireland), Magda Iskander (Missionary in 

Egypt), and Tim and Gloria Wheeler 
See DEACONS page 7 

Board of Deacons and presented the March 

Mission Interpretation Proposal in the 

amount of $8000, which Session approved.  

$4000 is to be disbursed from the Deacons' 

Fund, and $4000 from 

Trust Fund B Interest.  

Session commended the 

Deacons for the success 

and interest of the recent 

visit by Carmel supported 

PC-USA missionary 

Doug Baker, at which he reported on his 

work for reconciliation in Northern Ireland. 

 

 

 

 

By Heidi Lindsay 

 

March Madness 

describes the month for the 

Deacons quite appropriately.  

We started off the month with 

our collection for Jackson 

Place, part of Presbyôs Inspired Lifeôs low-

income housing, and were able to provide 

12 well-stuffed bags of soup, beans, rice, 

oatmeal and other goodies.  Many thanks 

to all who donated; a can here and there all 

adds up and makes collections like these a 

success. 

 

 We also enjoyed a wonderful visit 

from Doug Baker, our missionary in 

Northern Ireland.  We watched a video, 

listened to Doug and the crowd asked 

many questions.  We do not get to visit 

with him enough and it was a wonderful 

opportunity to reconnect during his busy 

time here in the States. 

Deacons Notes 
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Maundy) ñto love one another as he has 

loved us.ò (John 13:34) 

 

Please join us for a pre-service pot 

luck dinner and worship in Carmel Hall.  

Communion will be celebrated around the 

tables after a brief service and meditation. 

Dinner is ñPot Luckò so bring a salad, 

casserole or dessert that will serve six 

along with your plate and utensils.  

Beverages will be provided. 

 

Please RSVP by indicating the 

number attending in the friendship folder 

or by calling the church office at 215-887-

1074, no later than Tuesday,  April 19, 

2011. Please advise the church office if 

you need nursery care for this service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday 
April 22, 2011 at 7:30 PM 

 

Come to this inspirational 

Tenebrae Service of Shadows and 

Meditation that takes place in a slowly 

darkening and barely decorated Sanctuary 

to recreate the betrayal, abandonment and 

agony of Christ's suffering.  

Palm Sunday  
April 17, 9:30 AM 
 

By Rev. James Thornton 
 

 The Palm Sunday 

service of worship has an 

inherent tension between the joyful entry 

of the palm processional and the 

somberness of the Holy Week that it 

inaugurates.  Thus, in spite of the darkness 

that follows in the week ahead, we can 

celebrate with Christ the ringing 

Hosannas, because we know that they 

symbolically foreshadow the Hallelujahs 

of Godôs promised future when the risen 

Jesus will lead his people into a new 

Jerusalem.  All Carmel choirs will be 

processing with palm branches. The 

Handbell Choir will ring, the Child-renôs 

and Junior Choirs will be singing Hosanna 

Blessed Is He, and the Sanctuary Choir 

will sing The Palms.  Members of the 

congregation will receive palm crosses at 

the conclusion of the service.  The 

Confirmation Class will be received into 

membership. 
 

Maundy Thursday 

Thursday April 21, 2011 

6:30 PM, Carmel Hall 
 

By Barbara Thornton, 

Worship and Sacraments 

Committee 
 

Named from the ñNew Command-

mentò (ñMandatum Novumò ï thus 

Holy Week Services 



Readings are from the trial and 

crucifixion narratives in Matthewôs gospel.  

Worshippers leave in silence. Music is 

provided by the Sanctuary Choir. Please 

advise the Church Office if nursery care is 

needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday  
April 24, 7:30, 9:30 AM 

 

 An Easter Sunrise 

service will be at 7:30 AM, 

followed by breakfast in 

Carmel Hall.   

 

 Easter Sunday is 

the principal feast of the Christendom, 

with even Christmas celebrated only in 

preparation for Easter.  We will join with 

Christians all over the world in joyfully 

celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord 

and the victory over death in our 

traditional service of Word and Sacrament 

at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.   

 

 There will be Special music for 

organ and trumpets with Ken Brader and 

Peter McGrath, and the Festival Choir will 

sing the Hallelujah Chorus from Handelôs 

Messiah. 

DEACONS from page 5 

 (missionaries in Honduras).  We received 

word that our missionaries in Kenya, Irma 

and Salvador de la Torres, will be retiring.  

Please join us in praying for guidance as 

we make a new selection and build a strong 

and meaningful partnership in this 

ministry. 
 

 The Board of  

Deacons was asked to join 

Session in serving Com-

munion on Easter Sunday and 

we are both humbled and 

blessed to minister to the congregation in 

this most special of ways. 
 

 

 

 

 Carmelôs golden plus wedding 

anniversaries this month will be celebrated 

first by Harry and Floss Gutekunst, who 

reach the milestone of 62 years of married 

life together on April 2.  (Harry, who has a 

reputation for jokes and humor, missed 

being married on April Foolôs Day by one 

day.)   
 

 Later in the month, Joan and Jim 

Haleyôs anniversary date is April 26, when 

they celebrate 53 years since they tied the 

knot. 
 

 We offer our congratulations to 

these two special couples and wish them 

Godôs blessings as they continue their 

marriage journeys.  

7 
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Dear Carmel Friends, 

 

 Thank you so very much for the 

lovely flowers from the Sunday service for 

my birthday, delivered by Jean Badger.  

Also for the letter I received with all the 

signatures. 

 

 Again I want to thank you all. 

 

 Marie Langton  
 

Dear Carmel Friends and Family, 

 

 We want to thank all of our Carmel 

family and friends for the wonderful love 

and support shown to our family during the 

recent illness and death of our mom/nana, 

Bert Hetherington.  We especially want to 

thank Jim and Abigail for their wonderful 

care and support of both Mother and us.  

Thank you for the many cards and calls 

from many of you and for the ñmeals in a 

momentò committee.  It was great not to 

have to worry about preparing a meal for a 

few nights. 

 

 Mother truly felt a part of Carmel ï 

she joined just a year ago but had been 

attending for eight years.  She made many 

friends and her Circle was especially 

important to her.  We are so happy that 

even though she didnôt get to see her, she 

knew that Madlyn Brielle had arrived!  

Carmel is truly a caring church and we are  

 

Thank You  
proud to be a part of the Carmel family. 
 

 With much appreciation and love,  
 

The Morris, Santangelo and 
Sweeney families  

 

Dear Carmel Friends, 
 

 It is well past time when I should 

send a hearty ñThank Youò note for the 

flowers that have been sent to me for 

holidays, illness, and recently for my 

birthday.  Iôve been around for close to a 

century and those flowers have surely been 

a heart warmer every time I see them.  
 

 I guess I should tell about a sign 

that has been hung next to my computer, 

which says: ñIôm not getting older, Iôm 

getting progressively matured.ò  Anyone 

who wants to make a copy for him/her self, 

be my guest.  Well, Iôll sign offðeveryone 

knows I love Carmel. 
 

Bless you all, 
 

Enos Shupp  
 

Christian symbols 
 

 The lily that 

blooms around Easter is a 

symbol of Christôs resur-

rection because it  rises 

from a seemingly lifeless bulb decaying in 

the ground.  It is also used as a symbol of 

Christ himself.  ðFrom The Newsletter NL 
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Missionary Doug Baker explains  
Northern Ireland issues 
 

By Heidi Lindsay 

 

Early in March, the Carmel 

congregation had a 

wonderfully inform-

ative and thought 

provoking visit with 

Doug Baker, who is 

our missionary in 

Northern Ireland.  Doug is working on 

peacemaking and reconciliation at the 

grassroots level with the goal of using the 

commonality of the church to bring people 

together.  His struggle is overcoming the 

perception that the church is not relevant in 

this effort because it was viewed as being 

complacent in these matters over the 

course of centuries. 

 

After opening remarks, Doug 

showed us a video which explained the 

very complicated history of ñthe troublesò 

in Northern Ireland.  These are the 

conflicts which we think of being between 

Protestants and Catholics, but are really 

driven by the colonization of Ireland 

(mostly Catholic) by the British (mostly 

Protestant).  Doug explained that Protestant 

and Catholic became easy labels which 

remain today and are oftentimes used to 

categorize, stereotype and isolate people.  

 

 In terms of overt violence, there 

has been tremendous progress.  But in 

terms of mistrust, hurt and underlying 

issues, there is tremendous work left to be 

done.  On a personal note, there is a Union 

Jack flying in front of my house and the 

flag of Ireland flying in front of my next 

door neighborôs house.  We are great 

friends, but there has certainly been a bit of 

ribbing on both sides.  Stereotypes die 

hard. 

 

What surprised us most of all from 

Dougôs remarks was that there are miles of 

actual physical walls in Belfast used to 

separate and segregate 

neighborhoods.  Think of 

the Berlin wall, but in 

Belfast.  Only 5% of 

schools are integrated, 

and that is by parent 

choice. 

 

Dougôs work calls him to meet 

with the local clergy of various 

denominations and these meetings often 

center on the questions of ñWhat can you 

do to make where you are more stable?  

What can you do to resolve conflict?  What 

can you do to end isolation, separation and 

segregation?ò  Doug then challenged us to 

reflect on these same questions at the 

global, local, congre-

gational and personal 

levels. 

 

What can we do to make 

our towns, neighborhoods and 

congregation more stable and accepting?  

What can we do to make peace?  What can 

we do to better understand that we have 

more things in common than not? 
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Come for pancakes, Easter eggs 
 

By Melissa Deacon 
 

Bring your Easter basket 

and your appetite; the 

Congregational Life Committeeôs 

next event is sure to be 

exciting!  The annual Pancake 

Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt will be here 

before you know it on Saturday morning, 

April 16.    
 

It is heart-warming to watch 

families fill their stomachs at breakfast and 

their hearts watching the children race to 

find the eggs.  Weôll gather in Carmel Hall 

to end our festivities with a ñreason for the 

seasonò message.  Donôt miss this 

wonderful day.   
 

 Youôll also 

want to join us for the 

Sunrise Breakfast after 

our 7:30 AM Break of 

Day Service Easter 

morning, April 24.  Watch the bulletin for 

more information about both of these 

events, but mark your calendar now! 
 

Welcome Confirmation youth 
on Palm Sunday 
 

By Janet Simon 

 

 Members of Carmelôs 

Confirmation Class will be publicly 

recognized into Carmel membership on 

Palm Sunday, April 17.  The young people 

have been participating in weekly 

Confirmation Class activities under the 

leadership of Rev. Abigail Visco Rusert 

and Rev. James Thornton since October. 

 

 They will be received as members 

by Session and present their statements of 

faith at a special meeting and supper on 

April 10.  Their mentors and parents will 

also be invited.  The youth of the Con-

firmation Class have studied, met with 

their mentors, attended worship services, 

written statements of faith and participated 

in an overnight trip to Washington, D.C., 

where they participated in ecumenical 

worship 

experiences. 

 

 We 

encourage you to warmly welcome these 

young people as Carmel members on Palm 

Sunday and to continue to encourage them 

in their faith journey and their role in the 

church. 
 

Support our DR 
Mission 2011 team 
 
By Abigail Visco Rusert 

 

          We have a group of 

16 people (and counting!) who are on a 

mission to help build a housing facility, run 

a medical clinic, and organize a VBS for 

Carmel Family Activities 



 

the community of San Pedro de Macoris in 

the Dominican Republic this June 29-July 

8.  Like last summer, the 2011 mission trip 

will also be under the auspices of the 

Foundation for Peace. 

 

           We need your help!  Our total 

fundraising goal for the trip is $26,100 to 

cover in-country expenses, work project 

materials, medical clinic supplies, and 

airfare.  In addition to sending out 

fundraising letters, we are planning the 

events below, and we hope youôll offer us 

your prayers and your financial support!   

 

Mission Team Fundraiser  

Save-the-Dates: 

 

April 24 : Easter Sunday 

Bake Sale 

May 2: Spaghetti Supper/ 

Talent Night 

May 7 & June 11: Car Wash (locations 

TBA) 

 

You might be wonderingéwho is 

going to the DR on Carmelôs mission team 

this summer? 

 

Team Leaders are Abigail Visco Rusert 

and Gary Moll.  The rest of the group 

includes: Aaron Benusis (Arcadia Student), 

Colleen Brown, Lois Troisi Cohen (sister 

of Carol Moll), Danielle Dyjak, Chelsea 

Dyjak, Ian Miller, Mike Schwed (nephew 

of Carol Moll), Janet Simon, Jake Smith, 

Jessica Tolton, Taylor Tolton, Amanda 

Whittaker (Arcadia Student), Danielle 

Whittaker (sister of Amanda), Christine 

Vincent. 

 

The housing facility we are helping 

to construct this summer will be for 

hearing impaired youth and young adults.  

Pray that our hearts are open to all God has 

in store for us and for this community!  

 

Would you like to financially 

support us?  A gift of $50 will buy concrete 

blocks.  $100 will provide additional 

construction and medical supplies.  $20 

will help provide educational materials for 

local children.  Every penny you donate is 

tax-deductible, and a huge gift to this 

community! 

 

Remember  with Memorial flowers 
 

By Nancy Rose 

  

Are you thinking 

about remembering a 

loved one or special 

person? There are still 

some dates open for the 

Sunday Memorial 

flowers, the lovely displays you see in the 

front of the church each Sunday. Your 

memorial is included in the Sunday 

Bulletin of the particular Sunday you have 

chosen. 

  

Many of the memorials are in 

memory of a loved one; others include 

birthdays or anniversaries of someone in 

your life presently that you wish to honor.  

  

11 
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 Dates that are still available this 

year are: 

 July 24 and 31 

 August 7 and 21            

 September 4 

 October 2 and 30 

  

If you are interested in a date not 

listed here, there is still a chance that you 

can have your choice. So just call.  Nancy 

Rose via church, 215-887-1074. 

 

Carmel 
Presbyterian  
Women 
 

By Betty McGlade 

 

Saturday, April 9 ï Philadelphia 

Presbytery Women join for their Annual 

Gathering at the Church on the Mall, 

Plymouth Meeting, and we will ñCelebrate 

the Gift of Diversity.ò  

Registration is at 9:30 AM 

with service and meeting at 

10:00 AM. The guest 

speaker will be Veeda 

Javaid, Executive Director 

of the Presbyterian 

Education Board in Pakistan.   

 

Tuesday and Wednesday, April 19 and 

20 ï Our Tuesday circle meets in the 

evening and our Wednesday circle is a 

noonday group. Our present Bible study is 

focusing on the Book of Revelation and we 

invite you to join us.   Contact Pat Morris 

or Betty McGlade about the Tuesday 

evening circle or Pat Newman about the 

Wednesday noon circle. 

 

Coming soonï Once again, we will present 

Church World Service Blankets/Tools of 

Hope Appeal with Minute for Mission by 

Bonnie Miller at the 9:30 AM worship 

service.  Date to be announced. 

 

Islam and Christianity:  
a study for 
adults 
 

By Rev. James 

Thornton 

 

On Sundays at 11 AM, Dr. James 

Thornton is presenting an ongoing study 

of one of the worldôs three great mono-

theistic religions.  Gain new insights into 

Islamôs origin and the major differences 

and similarities to Christianity.  

 

 Just as Christianity has a wide 

range of beliefs and practices, so does 

Islam with its many different traditions and 

rituals.  We will explore together their 

major theological beliefs, so that we can 

better understand who they are and how 

they live. 

 

 This Adult Education class meets 

in the Fellowship Lounge, 

and new participants are 

always welcome.  The class 

will not meet on Palm 

Sunday and Easter or on 

April 3. 



we hope to bring to fruition from your 

suggestions are the reasons our team is so 

looking forward to 2011.  As I wrote at this 

time last year, ñweôre very committed to 

listening.  We want to hear from 

you.  Weôd like to know what events you 

love, what we can do to make them even 

more meaningful for you, as well as your 

new ideas for future events.ò  

 

 To that end, I want to introduce 

your Congregational Life committee, 

please contact any one of us when you 

have questions, concerns, feedback, or just 

want to chat.  As Iôve said, weôre very 

committed to listening.  Doug Warburton, 

Connie Tolton, Carol Moll, Bonnie Miller, 

Kelly Sweeney and Melissa Deacon are 

working hard on your behalf so that you, 

the members of our congregation, and the 

visitors we welcome from our community 

will enter our doors and 

feel warmly welcomed. 

  

Weôve taken on 

the job of reporting our 

congregation memberôs 

newsworthy escapades.  CL will now be 

updating the ñIn the Newsò bulletin board 

just outside of Jimôs office.  Knowing how 

accomplished the members of Carmel are, I 

would like to ask for your help in this large 

task.  Any time you spot a Carmel member 

ñin the news,ò please cut it out and drop it 

in my mailbox next time youôre in the 

church office.  Iôd like to thank Jean 

Badger for handling this big job; she 

faithfully kept you apprised for many 

years. 

Rev. Eby recognized as 
Carmel Pastor Emeritus 
  

By Janet Simon 

 

  Rev. James Eby, 

Carmelôs pastor of 19 years now honorably 

retired, was recognized as Pastor Emeritus 

of Carmel Presbyterian Church during the 

February 27 Carmel worship service. This 

honorary status was voted  at a Congre-

gational Meeting, after consultation with 

the Presbytery of Philadelphiaôs 

Committee on Ministry, and was 

announced at the November, 2010 

Presbytery meeting.  

 

 As specified in the Book of Order, 

the election of a retired pastor to Pastor 

Emeritus status may occur when ñthe 

congregation is moved by affection and 

gratitude to continue an association in an 

honorary relationship.ò 

 

 Jim and Mary Eby were greeted by 

the congregation at a Coffee Hour 

reception in the Fellowship Lounge 

following the worship service. 

 

From Congregational Lifeé 
 
By Melissa Deacon 

 

The Congregational Life team is 

looking forward to 2011. The events we 

are currently planning for our church, the 

events we plan to partner with other 

committees to bring to you, and the events 

13 



 14 

  Mark your 

calendars today; the 

Congregational Life 

events that have been 

approved for 2011 are 

as follows: 

  

Pancake Breakfast & Easter Egg Hunt ï 

April 16  
Easter Sunrise Breakfast ï April 24 

Church Picnic ïJune 12 

Ice Cream Social ï August 19 

Movie Night ï October 17 

Advent Festival ï November 27 

 

Join with us, get excited for the 

events that will be lovingly shared in 2011 

and be a part of the ñLife of the 

Congregation!ò 

 

One Great Hour of 
Sharing helps 
 

By William Miller, 

       Stewardship Committee 

 Disaster and 

calamities are not in short supply. Haiti, 

Katrina, now Japan. One does not need to 

look hard to find brothers and sisters in 

need.  The needs seem so overwhelmingly 

large that one can easily rationalize not 

doing anything by saying: ñhow can I have 

an effect, what could I do,ò when we 

should say ñI can help.ò 

 How can you do something? Take 

a One Great Hour of Sharing envelope 

from the pews and give something. The 

cumulative effect of all our giving is what 

makes the program effective.  Since 1949, 

Presbyterians have joined with millions of 

other Christians through One Great Hour 

of Sharing to share Godôs love with people 

experiencing need.  

 This program supports ministries 

of disaster response, refugee assistance and 

resettlement, and community development 

that help people find safe refuge, start new 

lives and work together. Other programs 

teach people how to provide for their own 

sustenance. 

See SHARING page 21 

 

Take mom out, help CYM 
 

By Marleen Heintz 
 

Motherôs Day Parentôs Night Out 

May 7, 2011    6:00 PM to 10:00 PM 
 

Take that special lady in your life 

out on the town and let us take care of your 

children, all while helping raise funds for 

our Carmel Youth Ministry activities. 
 

The Refuge Youth Group and adult 

leaders have a wonderful night planned for 

your children.  They will make crafts, play 

games, hear a story, and watch a movie.  

Bring them with a brown bag meal, their 

favorite blanket and pillow.  We will 

supply juice at dinner and cookies and  

milk for snack. 
 

Donations: $5.00/hr for 1 child, 

$7.00/hr for 2 children, $8.00/hr for 3 or 

more.  Call the church office at 215-887-

1074 to register.  Looking forward to 

seeing everyone then! 
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April 8 -9ðGirls and Boys Retreats!   

 Our spring retreats 

for youth group girls and 

boys (4th-10th grades) will 

provide an ñoff-campusò 

time of reflection, renewal 

and relationship-building.  

The girls retreat leader is 

Abigail Visco Rusert, and the boys retreat 

leaders are Gary Moll and Jake Smith.  

Have more questions?  Want to sign up?   

   Contact Abigail: revabigail@gmail.com,     

 or Gary: garylmoll@yahoo.com. 

Girls Retreat: Long Beach Island 

Boys Retreat: Long Beach Island 

 

HEARTS FOR HUNGER 

 This past February 5-6, Carmelôs 

youth ministry hosted a ñHearts for 

Hungerò event.  We want to say THANK 

YOU to all of the parents and leaders who 

helped with the weekend.  We went down 

to ñJackson Placeò in South Philadelphia- a 

low-income residential community for 

seniors, and shared a meal with residents.  

We spent the weekend learning more about 

hunger, how it affects our own community, 

and what weôre called as Christians to do 

about it.   

 We had a great time learning, 

growing, playing games, and reflecting on 

scripture and outreach.  Look for more 

opportunities through our youth ministry at 

Carmel for us to return to Jackson Place. 

SHARING A MEAL  

 We canôt say thank you enough to all 

who have been providing food for us at 

youth group!  Each Wednesday night as 

youth gather for our lesson and game 

times, we share a meal together from 6:30-

7:00 PM.  Your contributions have made a 

huge difference in our ministry.  The kids 

and leaders have the chance to be more 

inter-connected during the meal times, and 

that is due, in a huge way, to you! 

 Would you like to sign up to provide 

food for our youth group one week this 

spring?  Contact Melissa Deacon: via 

church, 215-887-1074. 

April 20ðPhotoHunt Event.   

 
 Refuge youth can 

invite friends and new 

members to youth group 

for a fun event. Kids will 

do a scavenger photohunt, 

where teams will compete to earn points by 

searching for locations where they will 

take varied photos.  Teams will return to 

church to show evidence of photos taken, 

and points will be tallied and winners 

rewarded!  The event will be held in and 

around Abington/Glenside/Willow Grove 

vicinity. Time: 6:00-8:30 p.m.   
 

May 7--Motherôs Day Parents Night 

Out   Bring your kids ages 3-11 years.  

Youth 14 and older can volunteer to be 

The Youth Page 



Easter and Earth Day coming to 
Nursery School 
 
By Jan Heckman, Director 

 

 In April, Carmel 

students will be discov-

ering some interesting 

things about farm animals, 

insects, and Earth Day. The Pre-

Kindergarten class will be watching as 

caterpillars make a 

chrysalis and turn into 

butterflies right in their 

classroom!  

 

 Easter is coming!  

Pretty pastel flowers, 

baskets and eggs decorate 

the hallways of Carmel 

Nursery School in preparation. The 

children look forward to egg hunts and 

parties to celebrate. 

 

 Before long, summer camp will be 

here.  This summer we are continuing with 

the science theme and having another 

ñCrazy Science Lab Summerò.  Each week 

for six weeks from June 13 to July 22 

campers will explore the world of science. 

There is a structured morning of activities 

for the campers that include water play, 

crafts, snacks, and some wild experiments!   

 

 Registration is underway for the 

fall. Carmel Nursery School offers 

programs for children aged two to five.  

Each program is geared toward that age 

group while catering to the needs of the 

individual child.  If you, or anyone you 

know, are interested in any of the programs 

that Carmel has to offer, call the Nursery 

School office at 215-886-7677. Better yet, 

schedule a tour and see why amazing 

things happen here! 
 

Will Easter Ever Come? 
 

Easter is so elusive!  Christians, 

eager to celebrate the rising of Jesus from 

the dead,  never know quite when it will 

happen.  Some years it comes so early, 

long johns could be worn under Easter 

finery, but this year, spring daffodils will 

already have come and gone before the 

first alleluia.  

 

So what would it be like if you 

didnôt have a calendar 

telling you Easterôs 

date?  Would you for-

get about it?  Be 

reminded when little 

kids ask about the 

Easter bunny?  Walk 

past lilies in a grocery store and get 

nostalgic?  Have a hankering for little 

marshmallow chicks?  Go to a funeral and 

wonder if this is all there is?  Or maybe 

youôll be like the women going to his tomb 

on a sad Sunday morning, and allowing 

themselves to believe in something 

This and That 
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miraculous.  Then Easter might just happen 

when you least expect it! 

 

If you are unable to 

find moments of joy in your 

life, consider the possibility 

that you might be suffering 

from depression.   (Call 215-247-6077 for 

the Samaritan Counseling Center nearest 

you.) 

 

Ian Miller earns Eagle Scout award 
 

Congratulations to Ian Miller, who 

will receive his Eagle Scout Award at a 

ceremony on March 27, 2011 in Carmel 

Hall. Ian is a member of Troop 33, the 

troop sponsored by Carmel. Eagle Scout is 

the highest level of award that the Boy 

Scouts can give. Among 

other things, it is based on 

demonstrated acts of 

leadership, planning, 

organization, service and 

outdoor skills. 

 

 For his Eagle Scout 

project, Ian designed, built 

and installed a 3x5 foot informational sign 

for High School Park, an 11-acre 

Cheltenham Township park of native 

plants, trails, fields, and woodlands on the 

site of the old Cheltenham High School in 

Elkins Park. His project also included 

making and installing many plant 

identification spikes for the park. Ian said 

his most difficult task was dealing with the 

many committees that oversaw the 

approval of his project. 

Ian is a senior at Cheltenham High 

School and plays the cello in the high 

school orchestra. You may have heard him 

perform the prelude before our worship 

service on March 6. After graduation, he 

will participate in Carmelôs mission trip to 

the Dominican Republic.  Ian is the son of 

Bruce and Heide Miller.  

 

Meet our new 
Business 
Administrator 
 

By Janet Simon 

 

 Mary Ann Welsh is now hard at 

work as Carmelôs new Business 

Administrator, following the late January 

retirement of Jim Ferguson.  Mary Ann had 

previously filled in for Jim during several 

vacations, so she is not a complete stranger 

to Carmel business procedures.  Her part-

time work schedule here will vary depend 

ing on payroll dates and Session reports, 

but she expects Wednesday to be a 

constant. 

 

 Mary Ann grew up in lower Bucks 

County and received a degree in 

accounting from Drexel University.  She 

also serves as a part-time bookkeeper and 

accountant for a nursery stock farm in 

Holicong.  ñI basically follow Jim 

Ferguson around,ò she laughed.  She also 

followed Jim in a small part-time job at 

Forest Grove Presbyterian Church. 

 

 Married for almost 30 years to 

husband John, Mary Ann has three 
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children: a daughter studying at the 

University of Virginia, a son at the 

University of Delaware, and a 14-year-old 

son at home.  Her youngest is a student at 

Lenape Middle School in Central Bucks.  

ñI spend a lot of time at ball fields and 

basketball courts for him,ò she said. 

 

 In the early years of their marriage, 

the Welsh family spent several years in 

England when her husband was transferred 

there.  They currently reside in 

Doylestown.  She finds that her part-time 

accounting jobs work well with her family 

schedule since her husband still travels on 

business. 

 

 Mary Ann loves spending time at 

the Jersey shore, where her family has a 

house in Wildwood.  Doing crossword 

puzzles is another favorite activity.  Her 

home church is Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

Catholic Church in Doylestown, so the 

name Carmel is familiar to her.  I try not to 

answer the phone here with ñMt. Carmel 

Church,ò she says. 

 

 Welcome Mary Ann as Carmel 

Business Administrator when you stop by 

the Church Office.  She will appreciate 

helpful information about your commit-

teeôs or groupôs budget activities as well, 

plus of course submitting your payment 

requests and deposits with complete 

information. 

 
  

 

 

SHARING from page 14 

Where does the money go? 

 The Presbyterian Hunger Program 

receives 36 per cent of undesignated One 

Great Hour of Sharing gifts, while the Self-

Development of People and Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance each receives 32 per 

cent. 

 

What if?  

 

 How many 

times have you asked 

yourself, what if I 

made this choice 

over that? How 

much better off 

would I be if I had 

done this rather than that? Now consider 

the people living in the rubble of disaster 

as they ask what if nobody comes and what 

if nobody cares, who will help?  

 

Now you can make a choice to answer that 

question.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Year to Date 

 

Anticipated  $57,468.87 

Received             $113,041.61 

    Difference   $55,572.74 
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A friend of the Lord 
  

 An elderly woman relied on her 

son to take her to worship, especially if she 

knew Holy Communion would be 

celebrated. One Sunday, as they drove to 

church, her son asked, ñMom, why are you 

always so concerned about getting to 

worship when Communion is going to be 

served?ò 
  

 Without hesitation, she replied, 

ñSon, on the last night of Jesusô earthly life 

when he was with his friends in the Upper 

Room, he took bread and 

wine and said they 

represented his body and 

his blood.  He requested 

that his friends take bread 

and wine often and to 

remember him in that 

manner. Son, I am a friend 

of the Lord and I take Communion to 

remember him.ò 

     From The Newsletter Newsletter, 4/07 

  

 Why doesnõt Lent count Sundays? 
 

 Beginning with the first Easter, the 

celebration of the Resurrection has been 

the focus of Christian worship.  Because 

the early disciples were Jews they would 

have observed the Sabbath on Saturday. 

 

 However, the first day of the week 

became the day for Christian worship.  It 

was known as the Lordôs Day, the day of 

Resurrection.  Our weekly Sunday worship 

is a celebration of Jesusô resurrected 

presence with usða little Easter each 

week. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 The season of Lent is 40 days long, 

not counting Sundays.  The actual number 

of days from Lentôs start on Ash 

Wednesday to (but not including) Easter 

Sunday is 46 days.  But because the church 

sees every Sunday as a mini-Easter 

celebrating Christôs resurrection, the six 

Sundays that occur during those 46 days 

are not counted as part of Lent.  
          From The Newsletter Newsletter 4/06 

 

 (Might we see a connection with 

Carmelôs love of eating?) 
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April 3                                   4th Sunday in Lent  

1 Samuel 16:1-13  Communion  

Psalm 23 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 

 

April 10                                  5th Sunday in Lent 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6-11 

John 11:1-45 

 

April 17        Palm Sunday 

Matthew 21:1-11 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Matthew 26:14--27:66  

or Matthew 27:11-54 

 

April 24             Resurrection of the Lord/Easter  

Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6   Communion 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43 

Matthew 28:1-10 or John 20:1-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OOPS!! 

 
From a worship bulletin in Canton, 

Ohio: 

 

       Offering  Hymn: ñI Know That 

My    Redeemer Liethò G. F. 

Handel 

 

How long did it take to liveth down 

that one? 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Sunday Lectionary Readings 

This monthõs editor Janet Simon 

 

Next Courier Deadline ñ  

April 10, 2011 

Editor of the month ñ  

Betty McGlade 

 



Mission Yearbook 
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By Betty McGlade 

 

Listening for Godôs call 
 

 The Presbyterians in the Synod of 

the Covenant covering the states of Michi-

gan and Ohio join the whole church in 

these times of change, seek-

ing to open themselves to 

the places where God is 

calling them into ministry 

and mission. They formed a 

Community of Prayer of 

persons who indicated their 

willingness to pray each day by listening 

for Godôs call for the whole church. More 

than 1,000 parishioners committed them-

selves to this community, praying together 

in their own place and in the rhythm of 

their own lives.  

 

 The synod has been the recipient 

of a grant from the Frank E. Clark Charita-

ble Trust for the purpose of ñResponding to 

Godôs Creation.ò The eleven presbyteries 

received equal shares of the grant and dis-

tributed their funds to upgrade the fuel effi-

ciency of small churches. Because of the 

age of so many church buildings, this grant 

provided help in making needed improve-

ments for ñgreeningò church buildings. 

 

Demonstrating local mission 
 

 The Church in the Hills in Bellaire, 

Michigan, was determined to become the 

church in the town, on the lakes, and in all 

places that it has been called to present 

Christôs message of hope and love. Con-

gregation members started asking them-

selves, ñWhere would Christ go from this 

building in order to demonstrate grace in 

our community?ò This intentional shift in 

mission has enabled them to see opportuni-

ties for mission in their whole community. 

 

 As a result, Church in the Hills has 

reached out into the town of Bellaire to 

open a free, after-school youth center. The 

program meets in the building of a closed 

church in the downtown area, and it oper-

ates a safe and fun place for young people 

to learn, play and grow. The town had seen 

a rise in vandalism and youth offenders, so 

the church responded by offering an alter-

native to young people, and now serves 

more than 60 children in this small town. 

 

 In addition, the church responded 

to the growing number of out-of-work 

families by offering a free meal each 

month sponsored by local restaurants. The 

meal is meant to be a 

night out for families 

who might otherwise 

not have the opportu-

nity, and high quality 

food is provided 

through a presbytery grant 
 

Building faith and fellowship 
 

 The congregations of the Presby-

tery of Scioto Valley in Ohio were seeking 
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new ways to build fellowship among 

themselves and issued a call in 2008 to 

their congregations to join a mission work 

effort in hurricane-devastated Gulfport, 

Mississippi. The work trip positions 

quickly filled with adults from 26 

congregations with members numbering 

from 12 to 2,000.  

 

 Congregations stretched their 

resources and sent seven van loads of 

workers for a week with the PC(USA) 

Disaster Assistance program. Eighteen-

year-old Doug, 83-year old John, and 

retired teachers Date and Betty soon found 

common ground. Living and working 

together, the group broke bread, they 

worshipped, they played, they shared 

fellowship and faith along with sore 

muscles. They became friends and family 

with Presbyterians from sister churches, 

and they made new friends in the 

Presbytery of Mississippi as they helped 

rebuild homes and lives.  

 

 Along with prayers and bushels of 

apples, the churches of the Presbytery of 

Scioto Valley offered financial support, 

vans, and fuel. A year later, 50 workers 

from 19 congregations returned to 

Gulfport. An annual mission trip is now a 

presbytery tradition.       

 

 

 

LIBRARY from page 24 

one's life and the lives of those nearby 

through a review of actions by others in 

the past and the effects they have had on 

the world in which we live today. By 

Marian Wright Edelman (j808.8 Ed)  

 

BUSING BREWSTER: Bused across town 

to a school in a white neigborhood of 

Boston in 1974, a young African 

American boy named Brewster describes 

his first day in first grade. Includes 

historical notes on the court-ordered 

busing. By Richard Michelson. (jF Mi)  

 

THE ADVENTURES OF A PLASTIC 

BOTTLE: A Story About Recycling. A 

greener world starts with kids who care. 

The diary of a plastic bottle; how it is 

made, its travels, and 

how it ends up being 

something else! By 

Alison Inches. (jF In)  

 

HERE COMES THE 

GARBAGE BARGE!:  

Before everyone recycled, there was a 

town that had tons of garbage and 

nowhere to put it. This mostly true and 

completely stinky story is sure to make 

you say ñPee-yew!ò (In the spring of 

1987, the town of Islip, New York, with 

no place for its 3,168 tons of garbage, 

loads it on a barge that sets out on a 162-

day journey along the east coast, around 

the Gulf of Mexico, down to Belize, and 

back again, in search of a place willing to 

accept and dispose of its very smelly 

cargo) By Jonah Winter.  (jF Wi)  


